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[ground rules] 

HOLD YOUR HORSES 

Did a land trust cave to millionaires building an 
illegal corral in Conshy? By Holly Otterbein 

M uybe it’a so deeply ingrained in theAmenoinpsyche that 
your land is, well,your/an(/ that it simply never occurred 
to Brad and Andrea HefllerthutonMeir&i/id — a 10-acre 
swath of ancient forest in WhitemarshTbwnship — the right to bull- 
doze trees and build a horse corral wasn’t theirs and theirs alone. 

Legally, that thinking had a serious flaw; Their land was aim sub- 
jecttoa'canservatim easement, "which said that, title or no. those 
trees had aright to stay there. The Hefflers bulldozed them anyway, 
sparking aprivate lawsuit aird a public battle whose outcome, those 
waging it say, could impact how land is preserved statewide. 

Conservation easements are a kind of check against infinity. Land 
trusts, organizations dedicated to protecting land from unwanted 
develoianent. use them to conserve more than 37 millioa acres 
throughout the country, often with meager staifs and budgets. And 
theyusuaOy do so widrout relying oncourts. Leslie Ratley-Beach, 
conservation defense directorof the Land Trust Alliance, which rep- 
resents 1,700 land trusts throughout the U.S., soys that 98 percteit 
ofdiedtne, land trusts defend their conservadoneasementB'bvith- 
out even sending having to send anyone a nasty letter." 

But the He filer case could change that. 

In 2002. the Hefilers, a parr of millionaire horse enthusiasts, 
moved to their lO-acre estate in Coruhohocken.Pa., an area 


blanketed by dense, old ferest. after being encouraged by another 
wealthy couple already living there. Gary and Nancy Veloric, who 
cteisidered their home a tree-covered paradise. 

Its bucolic state was no accident: The land surrounding the Velorks’ 
house — and the four other lots in the immediate vicinity, includ- 
ing the HefBers’ — isprotected by a June 2000 conservation ease- 
ment held by the Montgomery County Lands Trust (MCLT), which 
bulwaihs the land from any ftiitherdevel lament. 

But in 2005, to the Velorics’ dismay, the HeftVrs began to clear- 
cut about 9,000 s<{uare feet of forest, land that was supposed to be 
protected — a condition to which the Hefilers were boimd when 
th^ purchased tbeirproperty. 
(The Hefilers did notrespond 
for comment, but the MCLT 
confirms the amount of torest 
destrpyed-lThe Hefflers never 
asked fur permission to break 
theeaserrreut — nordul they ask 
WhitamarshTbwnship for necessary permits. 

According to the Velorics, the Hefilers eventually destroyed at 
least 140 trees — some ofwhidi.ttie Velorics say, were more than 
100 years old. The Hefilers then installed a horse-riding ring graz- 
ing areas and fences in their [fiace. 

In 2009, the Vstorics sued them — andthen, in December 2010, 
they also sued the MCLT. the nonprofit agency responsible forover- 
aeeingand, they argued, aggressively enforcing land trust agree- 
ments. They claim that the MCLThasrepeatedly failed to enforce 
the easement covering the wooded londowned by them and the 


The Hefflers 
eventually 
destroyed 
140 trees. 


[ is now clearer, slower, more manageable ] 


[a million storioa ) 

+ BARRIERS 

Theanniversary of the Roev. Wadeon Jeui. 22 always draws 
support and bitter hatred fcr women’s rights groups. This year was 
espedallylnugh.lD January, state Sen. Don White (R- Indiana) 
introduced SB S.whidi would ban insurance companies partidpat- 
ingin the health care lebrm acts state exchange prc^am &um 
covering abortions, except in the case ofrape, incest or to avert the 
death of the mother. 

Then there was the horrific grand jury investigation of an 
aborbon clinic in Mantua, which charged doctor Kermit Qosnel 
withunspeakableacts of neglectond cruelty. But despite the ^oom, 
abortion rights advocates say the Gosnell case should bolster — not 
squeldi — their argument for better access. “Things like this bill.' 
Dayle Steinberg. laeadent of Planned Birenthood Southeastern ft.. 
says, “build even more baiTier8toabortion,'drivingpoorandminon- 

women to shoddy clinics like Gosnelfs: “If a woman wonts an abor- 
tion.” he emphasizes, “she’s going to do so by any means possible." 

—Holly Otterbein 


+ BIMBO UMBO 

Say “Beembo,' says the Philadelphia Union, PhiJly’sown Major 
League Soccer team. But a lot of fans am still saying “bimbo,” and 
wondering why theUnion accepted the unfortmateiy homo- 
phonic Mexican-based bakery's name to sport on its jers^ 
and march - - aside hum the obvious reason: a $12 million £)ur-year 
sponsor^ip offer. 

City ftper discovered the simmerrrg controversy thanks to 


a post on iaportacus.com, a Philly team sports blog, which ques- 
tioned the propriety of kids dorming Itimbo’ garb. Union fun Mac 
MacAQister, writing on the ftcebook page of Union fan dub ‘Sons 
ofBen’tSoB), agreed, dedaring Bimbois the ‘worst sponsor 
ever” based solely on its name. Club [Resident Bryan James, how- 
ever, says SoB is “excited” about the sponsorship and, while it may 
bea shock to some, the “best shock is the amount of money 
the Union will gain as aresult,” he told CP. 

But James’ point of view, however widespread, faces undeniable 
grassroots opposition. At bigsoccer.com, fans are split over whether 
they’re going to see teens,childrai,old folks and reveling tail- 
gaters sporting “Bimbo” logos. While CP takes no official stand on 
the issue, we kind of secretly hope so. —Tanya Htel 

+ TRACK SOUNDTRACK 

In eveiy great city, there arethings that seem weird tonewcomom 
but, over time, become as normal as going “down the shore." 
Poryeara, the voice announcing stops on SEPTA's Broad Street 
Line — in particular, the ‘doors closing' message — featured an 
odd ... accent? Lilt? It sounded more like, “dawhs closing."ltwas 
strange, yes — but it was familiar. But last week, Cify ftper came 
across an online thread asking whetherthe voice had changed 
— and we deteimined to find out the truth. 

SEPTA'S Jerriah Williams con£rms that the voice was indeed 
altered. The changeswere made in Septemberas part of a system- 
wide “communications uf^ade."The voice, she concedes, “was so 
fast, it soiaided like the woman was from aforei^i coiai- 
try. The recordingnow is clearer, slower, mom manageable.” 

Regardless, she adds, “I miss it, as a matter of fact" 




man 


IT HAS COME to the attention of Man Over- 
board! tbatacertaln portlonof the population is. to 
somedegree.colorbllnd.Toeyesofthese unfolj- 
nateindividiials.the most lobLBt red IhegarisbesI 
green appear as mere variations oftBsic brown. 

Maybe that's my problem. Maybe that's why, 
where many see In DistnetAttorney Seth lAfl lliams 
thegreen, grassy stripes t^are^irmerpaimng over 
thedull tones left by tormer OALymeACianam. Man 
Overboard! has lately had trouble d^ngushing 
one htiefrom another. 

Since coming Into office last spring ona plat- 
form of nope andchange. Williams has donesome 
impressivepiogressiveworicnisdecisioniDlower 
the criminal penalties for marijuana possession, 
his pjshforcommunity-basedcouits arii locally 
bcjsedpiDsecutofs.Tothese and other accomplBh- 
ments, we tip the glass — but find It half-empty. 

In this week'seover story I detail the now seven- 
month-long questof one family, and touch on the 
quests of many more, tofinddosure arid answers 
after a lovedone was killed by poice officers. Under 
Abraham, the process was known to drag m for 
years. Wllliams.though. promised'rarBpafency." 

But while the DA'S office has moved quickly on 
afsw high-pioflle cases— drug-dealirtg cops, or 
thscaseof officer FmnkTepper.whoshot dead an 
unarm ed man In anoff-dutydspute—heaopears 
In norush loinvestigale dozensd other cases where 
police, right or wrong, wound up killing people. 

Becentiy i made what seemed so basic aiequest 
thataprogressiveOA simply CDuk/rttdai/iCSfice 
the DA investigates all fatal shootings by police, I 
wanted to know which ones they d finished with. 

Butmdb8.FDrtheaieragePhjl3del[f«an.lfBtml9n 
not mean much. Butfor families seeking answers, 
its everything. UnOltheDAmakesarulIng.ofllcers 
cannot bequestionedbytheirtmninvesll gators. 
During thattimewitnessesinevltablydisajvear.or 
forget Facts get lost Potential cases ^er. 

In October, Williams waxed almost poetic to the 
Daily /Vsws calling his office s failure to disdose 
for two months its ruling on the f^al shoot ng of 
nnocentbysBnderlsaacAbebe three years ago, “a 
learnjngiesson.'andsayingthatreieasingintorma- 
ttononthesecaseswas'therightlhingtodo.' 

Colorful words, but drab action. Instead, the DA's 
office appears to be releasing prompt decisions 
onthosecaseswhlchmake the frontpages. while 
quietly stonewalllngon the rest— paintingjuswe. 
it seems, inshadesolgray 

*Viiyourglassorlal(»fearsltils.isala/i.llt>rrpstine 

aty11ap9r.net. 
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A I’Ecole Frangilse 

welcomes New Students 
registered between 
February 1*' & March 13"’ 
with a free ticket to the 
Philadelphia Flower Show! 








Let the feeding 
frenzy begin. 

od news, recipes, menu exclusives 

cftypaper.net/mealticket 
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COrVlING FEBRUARY 17 

EDITORIAL DEADUNE, FEBRUARY 10 


A unique opportunity to 
receive a full page of editorial 
all about YOU facing your full- 
page adverbsement Tell our 
readers why your business is 
exceptional and differentfrom 
your competitors ANDall top- 
ics are exclusive — onefman- 
cial service, one restaurant by 
cuisine, one cable service, etc. 
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I tne naked city j 


He Hie FB. Furthermore, the suitcUims, the probleJTi is systemic 
TTheMCLThasI greaterinterestintaxbenehtsand publid^. and 
anequoldisinterestinthe actual work assodiited with beinga stew- 
ard of the land." 

The Velorics argue that this smell case could have a big impact 
— ifthcHcfSerscan build their horse ring, protected land across 
^nni^Ivaniaisat risk. The MCLT alone is charged with protecting 
nearly 2,800 acres ofland in Montgomery County. 

When the MCLT and thelbwnshipfirstcame across the viola- 
tions, they dealt with them Bereely. Jake Lea, the MCLTs director 
ofland preservation, sent a letter to the Hefflers, saying, ‘We are 
deeply concerned to hove discovered that you have breached the 
conservadon easement that protects the natural resourceson your 
property," noting that the construction violated several pordmis of 
the easement. And Whitemarsh Township sent the Hefflers two 
cease-anddesist lettBra, threatening them with $1,000 lines. In 
2010, the MCLT even filed a writ of summons against the Hefflers 
in the Mont^jmeiy Coun^ Court of Common Pleas. 

AccDiding to state Rep. Kate Harper ( R-Montgomary), the diair 
of the MCLTs board, this marked the Bret time a violation was so 
severe that the land trust had to go to court. 

But then, the Velorics say the MCLT and the Township become 
apathetic. The trust neverserved the Hefflers with the writ, nor 
went through with a lawsuit. The MCLT also allowed the Hefflens to 
keep their riding ring, despite the faetthat its director had already 
said it violated the easement. And the Tbwnship eventually granted 
the Hefilers zoning permits, long uftertheworkwascomplcte. 

'I don’t know what precedent the Lands Trust or the Tbwnship is 
setdng by allowingthis to happen,” says Nancy Veloric. When asked 
why the MCLT wouldn't act more aggressively, she sayB,‘rm at a 


Tb the Velorics, the MCLTs reaction signals that anyperson with 
enough money and bravado can violate a conservatics) easement, 
whidi is a rather dire preclamatian for die future of green space. 
And so they aren’t seeking any monetary dam ages in the lawsuit 
Instead, they’re asking for the land to be restored to its original 
state,andanothcrlund trust to replace die MCLT as the easement 
holder ifthey don’t force the HeSlers to replace the forest. 

But perhaps, like most things, the issue is not exactly black-and- 
white: For one thing, Harper argues that the Hefflers tot^ down 20 
trees, not 140.TheMCLTcameup with its eslimute by surveying 
the site when the easement was first signed, as well as during a 
recent inspection. The Velorics, on the other hand, asked a certiGed 
arborist tod^rmine their esti- 
mate aiterthe damage was done. 

As for the ridin g ring. Harper 
says the MCLT allowed it to stay 
for the sake of com|mo m ise: ’We 
didn't feel there was a signlBcant 
advantage to taking the riding ring out. It’s 3.600 square feet , which 
isleas thanlOpercentofl aae. Phis, once you lake the trees down, 
the best move is to focus on restoring those trees." 

The MCLT maintains that the Hefflers have replanted 34 native 
trees. This is why. Harper explains, they nevermoved forwaid with 
the lawsuit Plus, she says, "It’s two properties, each with about 10 
acres, vdien we have 2,800 acres total under casement." 

Steve Kaufman, presidentof the MiquonArea Preservation 
Society, a conservation greup that's played a key role in preserving 
huge swaths ofland through Whitemarsh Tbwiiship, agrees that 
the MCLT is doing the best with what they’ve got;“rve worked with 
them for a long time, so I trust them. It's expaisive to sue people." 

Land Trust officials say the Velorics simply have targeted the 


"We are 
deeply con- 
cerned.” 


wrong guy. The neiglifior* violated the j 

easement.so aren't they suing the wrong | 
entity?" asks Marc Jonas, MCLTs law- - 
yer. Still, he admits that the case asks > 

“whethorthe Vetorics have the ri^t to Z 
force the Trust to exercise discretion. How ’ 
you should enforce or police a conservation ’ 
easement is a bona Bde legal questiim.” • 

Perhaps, then, this is a case about how S 

much alandtrust should, orcan, do with - 
the resources it has. Whichever side s 

you’re on, rhis B^t has already left the | 

MCLT with less. According to Harper, the » 

Hefflers have paid only $23,000 of the 
$37,000 in fees owed to MCLT for legal 
costs and the site’s remediation , And that 
doesn’t even factorin manpower lost to 
thisfight. 

"This has cost us hours and hours of staff 
time," she says. ‘We're crmstantly trying to 
put more land under easement, which is 
nit her difficult to do these days since moat 
of the government funding forit has dried 
up. Thunks to this, we've miaied oppor- 
tunities in atime when lots of developers 
are under water, and there’s plaity ofland 
they want to get rid ot" 

(holly.otterbdnlScitypaper.net) 
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VALENTINE TO THE MARKET 

GALA FUNDRAISER • FEBRUARY 26, 2011 

Join US for an evening of dancing, food and drink, and entertainment. 
Proceeds benefit the Reading Terminal Market Preservation Trust. 
For more information and to order tickets, visit 

wwwPirtyTicketsOnllnexomAalfentIne 
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[ Why is Harry Bennett Dead? ] 


One-quarter of the people fatally shot by police since 2009 were mentaiiy 
ill. This is the story of one North Phiiiy man's under-investiqated, under- 
reported and, perhaps, unnecessary shootinq at the hands of Phiiiy cops. 

By Isaiah Thompson 





v«> It wasjust after noon,.n.i„ti>rid.ri.t.i,«jdi.i,.„„ 

eme^ncy call led Philadelphia police to a dilapidated house on the 1200 block ofWest 
Harold Stnet in North Philadelphia. Inside they found Harold Bennett, 53, behaving 
erratically and, police later said, wielding a knife and a “meat cleaver." 

Civilian Intervention Team (CIT) officers, trained to deal with the mentally ill and 
equipped with Tasers, were called in . They tried to talk Bennett down but were unable 
to reason with him. He “^ust wasn't listening," Police Lt. Frank Vanore would later say. 
As the conhontation went on, Bermett "continued to become violent." 

That's when the officers assemblod outsido tlio doorway, firing a Tasor at him. 

The shot failed to deliver the intended shock. The man “charged" the officers, prompt- 
ing one to fire bis gun, hitting Bennett in the chest and arm. 

Critically injured, Bennett was transported to Tbmple University Hospital. At 4:12 
p.m , he was pronounced dead from multiple gunshot wounds. 

That's one version of what happened on July SO, 2010. 

Certainly, it's the only version that made the evening nows or the next day’s papers. 
But witnesses, as well as Bennett's family, toll a dUTerent story one that sounds very 
little like the account given by police. 

Witnesses to the events ofJuly 30 say Bennott, anAirForceveteran with metal rods in 
both I(^ and a history ofmental illness, was nola serious threat to the officers conIhinUng 
him. Bennett cons holding aknile, they agree — but one witnesssaidhewas pointing it at 

him all but paralyzed — contrary to police accounts that thclhser had failed. 

Not one witness reports seeing Bennett charge the police. If ansdlxing, witnesses say, 
it was the police who charged, entering the house alter usingtheThseronhim. Within 
seconds, theysay.camethe sound of gunshots — three of them. 

The police did not exit the building immediately. When they did, they emeiged drag- 
ging Bennett, according to four separate eyewitness accounts, by the anJdes. In chilling, 
identical detail, neighbors describe watching as Philadelphia police officers pulled 
Bennett, bloodied but still presumably alive, through the doorway and to the sidewalk, 
bee down — his head bouncing on each concrete step to the bottom, where he was thrown 
onto a gurney, and taken away 

That story never made the news. 

It likely wouldn't have reached the public at all, had City Hiper not stumbled — almost 
by accident — onto Harold Streul nearly a wook later, while working on a story about 
conirentatioiis between police and the mentally ill. 

And that mightbe the most disturbing part. If this story almost slipped through the 
cracks, how many more have escaped attention entirely? 

This case, and others surveyed by Ctly Paper, raise questions: ahout how the police 



handle the mentally ill; abouthow fatal shoot- 
ings are and aren't investigatedby the police, 
by the District Attorney and by the media, as 
well; and about how much faith, in the face of 
flaring contradictions, the public can put in 
anyofthem. 


{•> Bennett's death 

at the end of a particularly bad two years 
for altorcations between the police and tho 
mentally ill. 

In January 2009, police shot Lawrence Kelly, 
40, after finding him naked, m an agitated 
state. Police say Kelly attacked the officers 
and wielded a knife. 

That March, police recraved a report ofasui- 
cidal man and found Juan Delgado, 42, atop 
a roof, where his brother was consoling him 
When an officer approached, police say Del- 
gado pulled a 9mm handgun, prompting the 
officer to fire. 

Ill April, an officer encountered 2B-year-ald 
AnlhonyTomplc, described as schizophrenic 
by his mother, who aD^icdly grabbed for an offi- 
cer's gun. The gunVent offi" accrading to police, 
hittingThmplc, who fled, (xi^tocDcauDtra aniXh- 
croSccrTumple lunged fix fWufficra'swcapon, 
a.s well, police said — and was shot dead. 

In July 2009. two police officers fa tally shot a 
mentally ill homeless man. later identified as 
Morgan Mumford.outsideaSEPTAconcourse 
when he allegedly brandished a box cutter 

This incident, more than the others before 
it, prompted Police Commissionra- Charles H. 
Ramsey to meet with men tal-bealth advocates 
and pledge to expand CIT training (he also 
bouglit 1,000 iiewThseis for the department). 


Just a few weeks later, though, police shot 
andkillod Baron Adams, a22-year-ald home- 
less man, on his stepfather's porch. Police 
claimed Adams had somehow grabbed the 
officer’s weapon and aimed it at him 

Thii^ seemed to be getting better last year 
— until the death of Harry Bennett in July, 
followed by the fatal Tascring of mentally iO 
18-year-old Patrick Johnson in October. 

Tlie frequency of such encounters has since 
dropped: Five seemingly mentally ill people 
wore killed in 2009,just twoin 2010. Even 
so, at least seven of the 26 people fatally shot 
by police since 2009 — more than a quarter 
were likely suffering from mental illness. 

And in several instances, witnesses or family 
meinburs challenge the assertiun that deadly 
force was ever necessary — or that the official 
police account of what happened is true. 

Ihke the case of Lawrence Kelly, the naked 
40-ycar-old killed by police in early 2009. While 
thepolice say Kelly attacked the officers with 
a knife. Iiis wife offers a diffierent take: 

Nancy Newton and Kelly had been getting 
high, she concedes (she is now in recovery), 
when Kelly who had bipolar disorder, began 
to act erratically. She called tho police, hoping 
they’d commit herhusband. Instead, she says, 
police entered the house and shot. Newton 
doosn'tbclicvc that Kelly did have a knifii — 1 
know I didn't havo any knives upstairs," sho 
says — and says she heard no warnings from 
tlic police, nor did sho hear police officers try 
to “calm him down," as was reported in the 
next day’s Inquirer. 

"I don’t understand why they didn’t Ihser 
him, "she says. "My poor baby ... I really loved 
Lawrence." 



Orta]te the case ofSean Williams — shotbut not lolled by officers on the scene — who’d 
called the police himself asking to be committed. Police arrived, but told Williams he 
couldn’t take his clothing with him and left. According to pobce (astoldtotheZ^ily^eios), 
the officers returned later to find Williams at the top of the stairs, holding a concrete 
block, which hc“threatenBd to throw ... at the officers, who repeatedly ordered him to 
put it down." Williams was shot and then, pobce said, taken to an emergency room and 
subsequently “committed to a mental-health facility." 

But Williams says he was taken directly to jail from the hospital — Just got out, in 
fact, about amonth ago, after nearly a year incarcerated. Williams was holding a brick, 
he says, but tossed it at his father.m the opposite direction of the police. He made no 
threats, he says, and the officer gave no warning to drop the brick. "With a gun pointed 
at mo. I would dofinitoly have dropped it!" Williams says, almost chuckling. 

Kia Jackson, Williams' nearby neighbor, who visited Williams while he was locked 
up, agrees that the police acted hastily: "They weren't in there three seconds and tliey 
had shot him," she told CP 

Many of tliese situations, of course, boil down to one person’s word against the word 
of one or (more likely) several sworn police officers. And several ofthe fatal shootings by 
police in the last few years occurrud out of thu sight of witnesses who might contradict 
— or confirm — police accounts. 

But that wasn't the case with Harry Bennett. 


1 (•; Bennett was , family members and neighbors say, a good father, 

“ husband and an all-around family man — who struggled to be those thii^ against a 
backdrop of depression and physical pam. 

~ Bomin 1^7, Bennett enlisted in the militarywhen he turned 21,servingfour years in 

M theAir Force. He went on to get a college degree and toent^intoa 20-odd-yearrelatiQn- 

ship with Sharon Johnson, his high sclioolswcctheart.whomhG’dmol in the ninth grade, 
; and who refersto herself as his "commun-l.aw wife "He had six children, two stcpchildrun 

2 and 19 grandchildren. At the time of liis death he was still actively raising his youngest 
SI daughter, Mia, 16, whom he wanted to become a pediatrician. 

a For a time, Bennett ran liis own small office cleaning business and. in 2008, opened a 

N seafood place, Fht Daddy’s on Baltimnrs Avenue. In a recent uiterview, his family showed 

” CP a picture of Bennett shakmg liands with tlie newly elected Mayor Michael Nutter, in 

i frontoflhcreslaurant. 

ButHarryhadprobUms.toa.WhileintlieAirFbrc8,hewastbconlysuivivorofa terrible 
§ helicopter crash. He left the military with a metal rod in each 1^, whicli caused him pain 

j and restricted his movement. Tlie accident scarred his mind, too. 



"He had nigi<tmarea.”says wife Sharon John- 
son. "He survived and his friends didn’t." 

"He would dream his clothes were on fire,” 
recalls daughter Rashida Bennett. “In the 
middle of the night, he would literally Cake 
his clothes off" 

Bennett was subject to bouts of depression, 
relatives say, and was beingbeated frirmenta}- 
health issues at thcVelcransAdinmistration. 
A few years ago, be decided to enter on in- 
patient program, and “Vas doing real good," 
says brother-in-law Mark Carter, also a vet, 
who would drive him to the Coatosvillc VA 
Medical Center for treatment. 

Indeed, Bennett had recently brou^t home 
evidence ofhis progress in the form of certifi- 
cates frtim the hospital. One. marked T’atriots 
Award," reads, “Given to a U.S. Soldier for a 
good right.”Anothcr reads, "In appreciation 
with gratitude for services rendered as Vice- 
President ofthe 58B community" — SB being 
a mental-health ward. 

By last July. Bennett was preparing to move 
his familyoutofNorthPhilly to Norristown 
— partly to keep his youngest daughter (and, 
perhaps, himself) away from the dangerous 
influences of the neighborhood. He talked of 
establishing a veterans assistance center The 
events of July 30 cut those dreams short. 


{•) How and whyB.nn.tt 

woimd up around the comer from his family 
home and inside the run-down house in whicli 
he died is a mystery Several neighbors specu- 
late thatdrup were involved — aseenoriohis 
family neither confirms nor denies. "Anytliing 
was possible," says niece Dawn Johnson. 


Wliatever triggered the episode thatbrou^t 
police to the 1200blodcafHaioldStzeet,tliough, 
Bennett's family, friends and neighbors insist 
he posed no threat to anyone but himself 

But they also dispute basic information 
given by police as to how the incident played 
out — information that apparently went 
unquestioned by the news outlets that cov- 
ered the story at the time. No one CP spoke 
to, including Bennett’s wife artd daughter, who 
live a few houses down, was interviewed by 
police or reporters. 

Had they been, adifferent story inighthavc 
omorged. Take, for example, thcThsor 

Bovcral witnesses confirm the first part of 
the police account: Initially, a team of C!T- 
trnined officers had been trying to negotiate 
with Bennett, telling him to drop the knife. 
When ho didn't, they fired aTascr. 

Key to the police account of how and why 
Bennett came to be shot is the repeated claim 
by police that thclhser used to subdue him 
didn't work. 

The Thser bad “no effect,” reported the In- 
quinr, and“fkiledtostopffieDii£tt| frumchaig- 
ing officers," reported theAssodated Press; it 
“onJymade him more violent," r^xirted NBC. 
“Tlie shock failed," said the Daily News in its 
article, “and the man charged again." 

But witnesses disagree. 

At least tliree observed not one but several 
Taser discharges — 'You could hear them: 
2 si, szt, 2 z(," says neighbor Barbara Everett. 
Another witness a few houses down, who 
declined to be identified, says, "They were 
doing it a lot," adding, He got paralyzed." 

Alvin Weasels, who lives with Everett, also 

!. ,.1. ... 




CELEBRATE 
HOOTER THE OWLS 
BIRTHOAV! 

OIOQII] 



i-icture-taking 
»n«»au,„g„ph 
*e«lon wtti, 

*heme„-,,ea„, 

*«er ,he 


Firsf i.soa tans ages m ana gaunger 
receWe a Tample OasHeWall 
repuca terseg courtesg at 
\ppt/aae7pftta*FeaeraijCrea/t untont 


aoo-2sa-a2oo 


OUllSTlK.COm 



’today J 


This Tuesday! 


February 1 at 7 \ 


n Fa<eb<iek.c«m/TLAPhMtv 


i/TUPhilly 


WHAT ARE 


MISSING 
OUT ON 
TODAY? 


FIRST FRIDAY OPENING 
FEBRUARY 4TH • 6-9 


18 S. 3RD STREET 
VENANDVA1DA.COM 


ONLY AT CITYPAPER.NET/#00_rr_T0DAY 





“They dragged him out by his ankles. His 
face hit every step on the way down.” 


says he tbou^t Bennett, while standing, .seemed definitely stunned by the Taser “It 
was at least three times," Wessels describes. "He was standing as if he was paralyzed. 
Hecouldntmove." 

Bennett, according to the police account,had“charged"theofficers after being Tbsered 
— yet none oftbewitncsscs with whom CP spoke saw Bennett charge anyone — or even 
move past the Iront the door of the house. 

It was two undercover police officers who arrived on the scene, they say, who rushed 
athim.afterhe'dbeenTasered, into the house — and outofview from the street. That's 
when the shots rang out: three of them, according to three witnesses. And here is where 
the witnesses’ story takes its most startling divergence from police accounts. 

'Iheofficersdidnteome out immedialely, they say: Five, ]Ominutes,psliaps more passed 
whilethepoliceremainedinside the house following the gunshots — time, Bennett's family 
points out, that be could have been blooding to death. When the police did emorge, four 
witnesses told CP independently, they were bringing Bennett out — by the ankles. 

They dragged him out by his ankles," says Monique Johnson, who lives across the 
street from the house. "His face hit every step on the way down. " 

They dragged the man out by his feet," affirms Kverett, who saw the incident fr'om a 
few doors down, "letting his face hit the sidewalk and everythmg. If they hadn't killed 
him with those shots, they probably killed him by dragging him down those steps." 

“1 saw the police dragging him down the steps," says Wcsscls, who was also standing 
outside, "like he was a piece of meat." 

AfourthwitncssdecUncdto give .'i name, but also confirmedsccing Bennett dragged by 
his ankles down the steps. “I could .see his face,” this witnes.s says "He was still alive.” 

It was only then, witnesses say, that Bennett was put into arescue vehicle and trans- 
ported to the hospital. He was pronounced dead hours later. 

The statements made to CP by these witnesses raise serious questions about what 
happened tha t day. 

Was Bennett actually threatening anyone with the knife? Did he need to beTascred 
in the fimt place? Did the shock — or shocks — actually fail to subdue him? Did police 
pursue thelhsered man insidethehouse,andwhy7WasBennettrealIychargingofficers 
when he was shot? Why, if Bennett was critically wounded, did officers remain inside 
with him, as witnesses claim? 

And was Bennett really dragged from tlie house in the manner described — eventliough 
he was critically wounded and, as witness claim, emergency medics were on hand? 

And, if these witness accounts are accurate, how is the public to trust what the 
police say? 

None oftbese witnesses’ claims appear in news accounts of the incident — presumably 
because no one talked to tliem. 

True, there's no shortage of crime in Philly. But the instances of fatal police shootings 
are not insurmountable for reporters, even in these days of thinning newsrooms: 12 in 
2008, 14 in 2009, 11 m 2010. Witnesses have been interviewed in many fatal shootings, 
of course, but Bennett’s isn't the only such case that appears to have gone uninvestigaled 
by the media. 

Which raises another question: If reporters aren’t chei^ing upon these cases, who is? 
Don’t hold your breath for an answer. 


It S b0Gn S0V0nmanthssinceBennettwaskilled,andhisfamily 
has heard nothing from the police, its Internal Affairs Bureau (lAB) or the District 
Attorney’s office, which investigates all fatal police shootings. 

Indeed, the lAB investigation automatically opened into the case remains open. 
What, exactly, this investigation consists of isn’t clear: Only one of the five witnesses to 
the incident with whom CP spoko reports having been contacted by police or the DA's 
office following the inddunt. 

Monique Johnson acknowledges being contacted by police via telephone, butdedinedto 
talk about it on the phone. Soon after, she says on officer showed up at her house, asking 
her to sign paperwork — she believes it was some kind of waiver amfirming that she didn’t 


wont to give a statement. Johnson declined to 
sign and hasn’t heard back since. 

As forthc other witnesses, none say theyVe 
been contacted — though several say they 
would have been happy to teU investigators 
their story "I was really hoping for the police 
to ask questions,” says Alvin Wessels, liut 
they didn’t.” 

If lAB officers “canvassed" the block, ortho 
noighborbood — apracticc routinely desmbed 
in other lAB reports reviewed by CP — they 
seem to have somehow missed a block full of 
witnesses. 

City Paper was recently able to obtain tlie 
name of the officer who fatally shot Bennett: 
According to police, that was officer Pliiltip 
Sprague, of the 22nd District. A review of 
Sprague’s lAB file reveals five previous com- 
plaints over the years. But Sprague's file is 
devoid of any information relating to the case 
of Harry Bennett. In order to investigate their 
claims, says Lt. Kevin LongoflAB, the family 
would have to file a formal complaint against 
him — a difficult feat, since the family says 
lAB officers refused to give them the name of 
the officer involved until their investigation 
was complete — a catch-22. 

Meanwhile, Philadelphia police officers 
accused or suspected of misconduct cannot 
be interviewed by pobce until first cleared by 
the District Attorney of any criminal charges 
— and the District Attorney, in turn, waits for 
a report from lAB before concluding its own 
investigation. 

Even once they commence, Iho investi- 
gations by the DA’s office are infamous for 
their duration, dragging on for years, in 
some cases, before the DA decides whether 
to press charges. 

Duringhisrecent campaign, newly elected 
District Attorney Seth Williams vowed to 
speed up that process, telling the Daily Ncios 
just this past Octoberthat his office “needed 
tohandlethesecasesmoreeffidentiy ... land! 
be more transparent . . . and that’s what we’re 
doing." But Williams' definition of“tran.spar- 
ent"is proving an3dhing but. 

A few months ago, Cify A^r filed a Right to 
Know request, askiiig, among ocher things, Co 
know which investigations into fatal shootings 
have boon closed so far, and which still remain 
open. The DA's office denied the request. 

An official from the DA’s office did contact 
Ciiy Paper informally, promising to look into 
the matter. But after several days, be called 
back: The DA would stand by its official posi- 
tion, he said. 





The DA’s office, says spokesperson Tasha 


invostigations,” adding that "the District 
Attomeyhasbeenverytransparent in letting 
the public know when a case ... is cleared.” * 

After a final call asking for the status of 
Bennett's seven-month-long case, Jamerson 
acknowledged that it was still open. 

pages of questions regarding the incident. 
Spokesperson Lt. Ray Evers says only that if 
the DA’s case is open, so is theirs. ’Well finish 
our invostigatioD after the DA’s, "he explains 


And so HdrryBennett’sfrun- 

ily, like many other families in Philadelphia 
(how many, exactly, only the DA and police 
seemtoknow),is left waiting, without answers 
and without closure. 

"It’siikchiunan life has no value," says niece 
Dawn Johnson angrily. There needs to be a 

thorough investigation They left a little 

girl without her father." 

’’Somebody, somewhere along the line, is 
going to have to answer some big questions," 
says Bennett’s daughter, Rashida. They took 
something very spociai away fi'om us." 

"To serve your country, come home and 
be killed by a police officer," says friend and 
brother-in-law Mark Carter.shaking his Iiead 
— and trailing off 

Meanwhile, the only party to the entire aflair 
who seems to have found resolution is PhiUip 
Sprague, tho officer who pulled the trigger. 
After the incident, police told the inquirer and 
Daily News that the Ithcii-unnamcd) officer 
would be "placed on desk duty pending the 
results of an investigation’ — standard pro- 
cedure in fatal police shootings. 

But even though police say they are still 
investigating, it is clear that Sprague has 
since returned to the street . Just a few months 
ago, in fact, he made headlines again, this 
lime byname. On Nov.27,North Philadelphia 
resident Naimah Jones emerged from her 
house to find a man "poking around’’her car, 
with her sleeping kids inside. The woman 
screamed at the man — Sprague, in plain 
clothes, she would later discover — to "get 
the f— away." 

Sprague and another officer, Jones claims, 
pushed her to the ground, stepped on her head 
andlbserod her four times. Jones has filed a 
complaint with Internal Affairs. It may bo a 
long wait. 

tisaiah.thompson<Scitypaptr.net) 
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I WEKNOWT?ef\£WrORK77A4ESreC8ntly 
= featuredPhiladelphiafDod Ina story tted “Beyond 
I CheeseSteaKs.'Andweappreciatethenod.Bjt 

1 the TimescanK otf a bit like Ricky Gervais at the 
z Golden Globes, making backdated lock-jp/rehab 

jokes about Robert Downey Jr. Phill/s well past 
that headline. Honestly Call us dog- killer-lovers or 
losing-casino- bulldefsifyou want but our cuisine 
is 21st cettury. Get with It. Designer Shawn 
KausntaniTheDandelicii Parc)willnotbedolng 
Stephen Stair s next immediate projects like the 
reconigurng of Stan's WMnngVnStiiare. Nobad 
blood on the wallpaper here, {ustadiflereht direc- 
tion Amy OxleyoiTalula's Table (Starr’s partner 
inthenewWashSquarejawn) 'gravitates toward 
the organic, the natural.' says Starr. 'There won't 
be much change there. The space isn't that old.' 
he jokes. ~ltjustwon'lbeas^ickandlVllaml-lsh.' 
CMeywiirw^mltup'anddesgnlhestill-unnamed 
venture herself with Starr architectural stalwart 
Richard Stokes. Craig Peterson, director of 
Live Arts LAB artist residency program, will now 
also book/dlrectthePhilly Fringe program. Get in 
there, Fhngles. Deadlne si^l 1 tor bright ideas: 
craig@liveart5-ft1nge.arg. >LA.brim Heidecker 
(of Tlm&Eiic comic fame) should bestartngfllm- 
Ingthe pair'sdebut flick. Tim and Eric's BltSon 
DoUarMosie in February.Sui not beforewrap- 
ping thecover art etc., to hisso-soft-iixkalbum 
HeUeckeri Hbod (that s Davin Wood who tours 
^ with the laughing duo). Ibumay remember that 
X T)m used be from Philiy and that we've seen 
■ him singing before. »-Pig Iron Theatre finally 
\ sgnedthalleasewitnGianeAils.tobethefiagship 
> tenant at the 1 425 N . Second Si space for tbei r 

0 post-gradtm-yearPiglronSdwolfor Advanced 

- PerformanceTrainingprogtani.Stacksofapples 
.: avail Professor Graham Cracker. >■ SpeakI ng 
" ofpiDfessors guitarlnstructor/SthMngllzaveta 
= axmanVanniPapadopoulos and pal Mike Long 
; are no longerinvolvedin (what used to be Paul 
: Green'siSchoolotRockonNorlh&eventb.Now 

they're Independent Rockall the way, 'belter, 
stronger, faster, smarter." saysVanni, looking to 
= givestudent-shredders "that edge sorely needed 
; to compete In today's global economy. "The atter- 

2 school music program for kids works out of Circle 
c of Hope at Broad and Washington and hosts Its 
j firstglg (with siestPelerCorbwof Dag Nastyi 
^ Jan. 26. > Cny/bpareOrtor-ih-cniefstuflOustlhg 
Q out While ex-CP-EiC Duane Swlerezynsktnas 
< his locally staged Expiration Date up for an Edgar 

1 Award (BestPaperbackOriginali. newEiCTheresa 
g EvertneusedbbewiihBrownstDnerandOnlandO 
* Weekly. It's cold. Theresa. Warm us. Welcome, 
i ^Hoticeatcltypapernet/crifcalmass. 

- (a_arnorDsiSicityp^er.n8t) 



[ theater ] 

WARRIOR ONE 

Through yoga, PhSadelphia playwright Jennifer 
Schelter taps into the compassion of an Iraqi 
torture victim. By Bruce Walsh 

I a 2006, lawyers working on a dang-uction suit against two U.S. 
defense rontractora — CACT and Titan — interviewed an Iraqi 
citizen named Abdul wahab. 

His testimrmy was lou^y as follows: 

He traveled from his village to Baghdad to buy a car. American 
farces raided the hotel he was staying in. He was restrained with 
plastic handcuE's, hooded and taken to one of Saddam Hu sson's 
former palaces. He was told he was in al-Qaida. He didn’t know 
what al-Qaida was or what it meant. He was stripped naked and 
interrogated. He was taken to another location and forced to run 
on his knees and knuckles for 10 days, not sleeping more than 20 
minutes at a time. 

Then he was sent to Abu Ghroib. and things got worse. 

His story is buried under thousands of pages of testimony 
from more than 300 plaintiffs in Haidar Mahsin Saleh \xTitan 
Corporation — a cose now awaiting review by the Supreme Court. 
And it would ha ve likely stayed there, except that one of the note- 
takers at his interview in Istanbul was a yoga instructor and for- 
mer Equity actress fromITiiladelphia. 

After years of performing in regional theater — and burning out 


cm it — Jennifer Schelter started ayoga studio in East F^Us, She 
thought her stage career was long behind her. 

About five years ago. she was approached by one of her students 
after class, “She said she had just gotten back ftom listening to 
torture testimony,' explains Schelter. "She wanted me to come 
with her, but she didn't know why exactly. She said she thought 
these people needed healing, and I could help. She said, ‘Maybe 
you could doyogawith them or maybe just your presence would 
be healing.'* 

The student was Susan 
Burke, lead prosecuting attain 
ney on Saleh e. Titan . 

Schelter began writing Lore 
Lessons frrm Abu Ghraibin 
compulsive bursts, shortly 
after returning home from 
Istanbul. 

*I had reverse culture shock. 
No one cares about this, and 
everyone wants to be happy," says Schelter, “Christmas Day, I a at 
down and wrote os many stories as I could remember, Because 
the level offorgiveness in these men was beyond anything lhad 
ever witnessed.' 

Love Lessons is u onc-womon show based on Abdulwahab's tes- 
timony. But it’s also very much about Schelter's attempt to cling 
to the virtues of her yoga trainingin the face of breathtaking 
inhumanity. 

The play debuted at the 2007 Philiy Fringe with four chairs, a 


“The level of 
forgiveness 
in these men 
was beyond 
anything I 
had ever 
witnessed.” 


[ get in there, fringies] 

[ kaleidoscope ] 

>■ sketch comedy 

When High Dramma perfbnns, the first 

and the campbmentary S-D glasses are 
meant tn enhance the moment when 
Skittles are heaved at your &ce. High 
Dramma: Live h 3-D. at Walking Fish 
Theatre through Sunday (Jan. 27-30, 
wiilkingfishtheatre.com>, promises laughs, live music and sharp 
sketcheaSays member Jen Jaynes, *^6 understand why things are 
going to befiinny.’Ifyou remember the inddentofthe fake vomit 
made from oatmeal.you can probably attest. — Kala Jamloon 

p-Jazz 

Although she lived in Chicago by the time she joined CheAACMa 
year after its 1965 founding, Amina Claudine Myers brought her 
Arkansas roots with her. The blues and the Southern church are 
constant presences in Myers' piano, organ and vocal woric. along 
with elements of herpeera' commingting of history-spanning jazz 
and Ahican music. Alreacfy a rare local appearance, this perfor- 
mance (Jan. 28. arsnova workshop) is unique in seating Myers at St 
Mark’s Chunh's 1937 AeoHan-Skinner organ. — Shaun Brady 


► country 

If "Notes to the Coroner" sounds bleak for acounhy song, Chely 
Wrights memoir, Lilie Me, mokes clear she wasn't kidding. When 
you'reina place so dark you fantasize about the medical examiner 
reading your diary, it’s time to get some help with your heartbreak. 
That’s easier said than done when you’re the Brad Riisley -datin’ 
songwriter best known for“Singie White Female," and you can’t tell 
anyone that the guy who smashed your heart’s actual^ a Wright, 

who lived to tell the tale on her seventh album. Off the Ground 

(Vanguard), plays Sellersville Theater Friday (Jan. 28. st94.com). 

— M.J. Ftoe 


> dance festival 

Spotlighting performing artiste who create 
coUaborut ively, Mlcro-Fept Philadelphia 
(Jan. 28-30, ensemble Che uters.nctl pucks 
a bt mtothreedayaWhut’son tap:'rhe 
Elastic 'Theatre in association with New 
Parachae Laberatories, Team Sunshine 
P ei ' fcrm ance Corporation, Headlcmg 
Dance Theater, Justin Join, Jeremy Gable and Sonni Shine, Lyrical 
Playground, fktimaAdamu. Vince JchnsonAllreaHty and Leah Stein 
Dance Co. (pictured) with Tbshi Makihara. It's like a mmi-Fringe 
Festival smack in the middle ofwinter. —Deni Kasrel 





flickpick tmovterevtewl 


DRINKTOTHAT; The sliclOng point In Another 
Year is Lesley Manville’s perfomiance, loaded with 


ANOTHER YEAR 


1 B* 1 IN MIKE LEIGH'S dusky film. Ibrn (Jim Broadbcntland (jem(Ruth Sheen) are a 
couple growing old with grace. NotsoGerri’sco-workerMorylLesleyManvillelasee- 
eawingemotiorul wreck who goes from optimistic delusion to hysterical despairover 
the course cSAnotherYcar'a four seasons. 'Their relationship is complicated by Mary’s 
crush on the couple’s srat (Oliver Mailman), which grows increasingly desperate as her 
hope for the future sinks. As is Leigh’s habit, the roles were devekped by the actors from 
scratch, which resulta in uncommonly rich and layered characterizations. Tbm and Gerri 
are dose to paragons at first . a warm and loving couple with a devrrted son who are ready 
to sail into their twib^t years. Butwhen circumstances force them to choose between 
Mary and their own soil their response is swift and [ntilesa Ifth^Se lasted this kmg, it’s 
in part because they know when to dose ranks. 

The sticking point in AnofhCT-FeorisManv21e’B 
performance, kradedwith the nervous tics that 

ambivalent aboutwhether ber high-register 
theatrics were expressionist or merely over- 
the-top, and months afterfirst seeing the film, the dilemma hasnt been resolved, Hirtly 
it’s because she's in sudi stork, and purposeful, contrast to &oadbent and Sheen’s 
mellow eaithiness, but the tensionbetweentheirstylesdoeait resoIve.lt doesn't help 
when the son shows up with a girlfriend, played by Karina Fernandez, who's as manic 
as Mary is depressive. In the scenes where they’re together, you wish you could simply 
lower Che emotional volume a notch or two. Even so.AnoMerlinrisoneofLeigh’a most 
openly philosrphical movies, ponderingthe questions that comewith advancing age 
and the far-reaching consequencesofdecisions made in even the most ordinary dt^ 
cumstzinces.Yougdthe feebng you’ve bved with these people for the year the film ipans, 
and learned something from thecTL even ifitfsby wayofabadexami^e . — SamAdams 


Expression- 
: ist or merely 
over-the-top? 



1^5 as in 1979; now It's yeais behind the curve. 
Bsewhere. GHIgoesonaboutextiibitlonisni and 
the disconneefion inherent In being comecled to 
evervoneandeverythingalltbetlnK. 

But who expects subtlety from Gang of Four? 
fnferfa/mnent'hurledverbalbofflbsalcofflmeice ^ 
and labor, recreational sex and romance. tvstDry ; 
and current events. ‘Guerrilla war struggle Is a g 
new entertainment." Jon King proclaims eignt jti 
times on "5-45." and Ifttiat seems iikeanexag- i 
geraUon.conslderthecontext'Walcnnewblood * 
ontne 18 -lnchscreen.'hesings.'Thecapsels S 
a new personality." Perhaps Gang of Four’s most ^ 
enduringtrlckismakingtxxllesmovelothemost i 
inapproprlatesentimentsaboutthemaOnggame. > 
’DamagedGoods'strug^withthellnebetween ^ 
loveandlusk'Contract'eiemlneswhathappens 1 
whenbodlesfallshoitoftheldeal.King'sdeadpan i 
dellvervandGillSspikyguitarspawnedwavesof ' 
imitators, but It's the lean, mean rhythm section 
thatburiedthebeatdeepinourbones. - 

(m_fine^ilypaperjtet) * 
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JENNY DRUMGOOLE: REAL WOMAN OF 
PHILADELPHIA | Jaa.‘29-Uarrh IS.LevyGaltery, 
Moorr College of Art & Dettgn, 2000 Brn Franklui 
Parhfoy. 2JS-9tiS-4027. ihrgalltrirmlmoorf.nrg 
>JENNYDRUMCOOLFSWORKhBS become 
increasingly bizarre, humorous und unsettling — 
a feminist Borat meets David Lynch. (Full disclo- 
sure: I was acquainted with Drumgoole before she 
began her 2006 M.FA. at Yale, where she entered 
as a photographerandemergeda video artist.) 

In her latest piece, Drumgoole integrates autobio- 
graphical documentary with fantasy und anima- 
tion. The installatioD tells the story of Drumgoole’s 
participation in aredpe contest sponsored by 
Philadelphia Cream Cheese und Paula Deen. 

Contestants were asked to tape themselves 


using cream dieesein origi- 
nal recipes.To inspire them, 
Deen posted a series of online 
Tips from the Team.* which 
Dnimgoole follows artfully. As 
possible “garnishments* for 
a “Sweet and Savory Cream 
Cheese Mould.' she suggests 

some flowers and cat mys. Give 
yourself more options than not.” 

Drumgoole explores the rela- 
tionship brtween a private indi- 
vidual and the artifice of a public 
personality like Deen, though 
the core ofher work in this and 
other (stgectsis a conflicted 
lelationship with food: a dance 
between longingand repulsion. 
When does sustenance become 
self-destructive self-indulgence? 
As the artist’s animated cream- 
cheese head says, “It's your 
worst nightmare — you're bat- 
tling your primitive self which 
has a bt more cunning and 
power than you could ever have 
rmagined.’Tb which Drumgoole 
repHes.“Ifs deKcbusr 

tr_rice^Uypaper.net) 
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“I mean, think about 
it, in their mind they 
have every right to 
think that theTJnited 
States must be full of 
assholes." 

stage and a budget ofabout $300.An Inter Act 
Theatre Co. board memberfellfbrit, and gave 
a DVD copy of the show to artistic director Seth 
Rozin. He fell lor it, too; Lore Lessons opens 
Saturday at InterAct. 

In a basement r^earsal space on Sansom Street, 
inary audience. 

Her posture suddenly transforms into a dis- 
tinctively male presence — slouched, but forward 
and direct. Her voice is not only deeper, but it 
seems to have a musicaJ cadence, too: “My name is 
Abdulwahab. Iam33years old. I am from a small 
village. I gained about 20 kilos since leaving Abu 
Ghroib. 1 was bom in Iran. I am Sunni, Muslim.* 
Later. Schelter sits more comfortably at the 
lip of the tiny stage: “I mean, think about it, in 
their mind th^ have every right to think that the 
United States must be full of fucking assholes,” 


she says. “I was attempting to be 
a compassbnate witness while 
I was there. . . . And, you know, 

I didn't even get to do any yoga 
with former detainees. There 
just wasn't the opportunity. 



But at bast I think they got 
the sense from me that not all 
Weslemeni would do this again. 
I'm thankful forthat.* 

(editoruil@citypoper.neH 


S brve Lfmoiu Eroni Abu Ghrail 
Jan. 29.Fih. l3.S2d, InlerArl Tft 
attlrAdrimnr.2030SaiiiomSl 







Too busy for your taxes? 

Call Bill for Center City pickup 

Holtzman Tax Service 

2001 Fairmount Ave. 

215-235-0200 

wviw tioltzmantax net • open from 8:30 am 




Introducing 
City Paper’s 
Happy Hours 

smartphone app 



A Slof^ejlirtg Class Led Katonya Mosley 


Where did you come from? And how does that shape your story? 

A weekly doss on sforyletting inspired by youi backgroumj, Fondy end (ultwe. 
Sforfing Thursdoy, February 17ih fbtough Morrh lOfb 

More info at tlosses.(irslpersofiDrts.org, ordl 267'402-2D5S. 


The eltypapM happy hour app 
Instantly gives you every happy 
hour in the city starting vrith 
those closest to you. You can 
filter your search in a number 
of ways! Search for bars with 
a fireplace, outdoor seating, 
asian cuisine, waterfront views, 
even search only bars with wifi. 


This is the most comprehen- 
sive database for happy hours 
you will find anywhere. And for 
you travelers, It works In every 
major metropolitan area In the 
country! 


2010/11 1 ANNENBERG CENTER 

for the performing arts 

MONICA BILL BARNES 
- & COMPANY 

^ Jlfck AND 

A KATE WEARE COMPANY 


OR SEARCH ONLINE 
ATCITYPAPER.NET 


DOWNLOAD 
IT NOW! 

HTTpy/HAPPYHOURS. | 
CITYPAPER.NET/ I 


happy hours smartphone app brought to you by 

ci^aper i gotimei 


TICKETS START AT $24! 

21 5.898.3900 AnnenbergCenter.org .i 



curtaincall 


£ > BEYOND THE GRAVE 

Even befoiv Lantern Theater Co.’s A Skull In Connemara 
I start;s.you know you’re in Martin McOona^h Lund, kit the large 
S cottage room with Hneplace that should lookinviting but somehow 
f doesa'tTHiesbabbyattempts atcreaturecomforttrecordplayer, 

« pea-green Bairaloungerithatjust make the place seem sadder? 

£ The large crudfix hanging over all ofit? Dirk Durossette's superb 
's set has it all. as well as a pickax hanging iioni the ceiling beams. 

- There'sevm agraveyard thatseemsto be swalJowingup home 
S andheaith.whichpretty muchsaysit ah. 

You see. Mick Dowd, a sad-sack widower in the tiny commu- 
nity of Leenane in Connemara, Ireland, pidcs up extra cash by 
emptying graves kom the overcrowded chumh cemetery, so new 
occupants can beaccommodated. (The clergy are aware of this 
andmosUy look the other way — remember, this is a Martin 
McDonagh {Jay, tit's a dirty job. and it may be that Mkk also has 
adir^ secret: He was a drunk driver in a car accident that killed 
his wife, and town gossiphusitthat there was more to it. Anyway. 
Mick (Jews along, willing to mind his own business us long as 
nobody bothers him. But it doesn’t quite work that way. Instead, 
he sufleni interruptions galore. There's Mary, a local busybody/ 
bingo enthusiast, and Thomas, a wily but creeiQ' cop. Most of all, 
there's Mairtin, the oafish village lad who occasionally works 
forMkk. andis pnmeto putting his foot in it — sometimes with 

Skull, the second play in McDonagh’s Connemara trilogy, may 




be the least frequently performed of this wildly popular writer’s 
canon. There’s a reason for that — Skull lacks some of the thrust 
and crafrsmanship ofhis best works, and goes on a bit too long. 
And ofcourse.Hom/ef sat rather ahigfa bar for darkly comic depk- 

Still, McDonagh’s gleeful excesses are here in abundance. Not 
exactly the king ofundenitatement, McDonagh is surprisingly 
modest in his title, I counted at least three skulls here, not to men- 
tion bones galore. How those remains aredisi> 06 ed ofisadazzlingly 
virtuosic display ofco medic writing, and hen Skull really deltvere. 

As with all McDonagh, the greatest fun is watching him sys- 
tematically annihilate the iconic themes and stereotypes of tradi- 
tional Irishplays. Notfor him the noble suffering ofthe poor; nor 
the strong matriarchs whose tough love and near-to-godly good- 
ness holds famities together; nor even religious faith that can par- 
tially redeem lost souls. This is a brutal world of drunks, cheats, 
bare and idiots. And it’s a very funny (dace. The script is full of 
hilarious digressions and non sequiturs that shock and amuse in 


arts & entertainment 


equal measure. 

Yes, Skull is a comedy, occasionally even 
a farce. And on that level. Lantern’s pro- 
duction.co-directed by M. Craig Getting 
and Kathryn MacMillan, has terrific 
momenl8.C8peciullyinAct2. But on 
opening night, the long expository sec- 
tions of Act Idragged a bit, and lacked 
easy conversational flow, and a couple 
of key performances — Jake Blouch as 
Mairtin and Jared MeUnigan as Thomas 
— ware funny but me-note. (McLenigan 
is brave and bold, but too often seems to 
be playing sketch comedy.) Arross the 
board. Skull needs to be painted in darker 
colors, with soroethingsinisterimderscor- 
ing the humor. 

But the show still delivers, and Stephen 
NoveDi (Mick) gives a nuanced {lerfor- 
munce wnth exacUy the right blend of light 
and shadow. This was the rare production 
where flaws that were noticeable at the 
time seemed less in retrospect — and the 
highs of the evening seemed even better 
the day after. TTiroug/i Feb. 13, S28-$36, 
Lantern TTien/erCa o/Sf. Stephen’s 
Theater. 923 Ludloic St.. 215-829-0395, 
tanlerntheater.org. 

— David Anfrwny Fox 



ENROLL TODAY! 


Classes for Adults. Kids and Teens 

Spring Semester Begins Jan. 31! 

T'lit? T'lieotre Scliool cit 

STREET THEATRE 


CALL NOW TO REGISTER; 215 574 3550 ext. 510 


REGISTER ONLINE 24/7 AT WalnulStreefnieatre.org 
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ELEMENTS OFSTYLE 

Even ifyou didn't read Larry Kalgwln’s bio in 
the program notes for his company's show at the 
Annartberg Canter, you still could've figured 
out some of his creative influences. Keigwin’s cred- 
its include stagingan event for Fashion Week; cre- 
ating choreography for the Radio City Rockettes 
and anoff-Broadwaymu3kal;and running a caba- 
ret featuring modem dance, vaudeville and bur- 
lesque. Vestiges of each experience showed up in 
Elements, a sly, playfiil program in which Keigwin 
becomes choreographic collagist and dance DJ. 

It's accessible and enjoyable enough to etkit 
laughs — tike when a male dancer wearing towels 
on his head comkalh' vamps it up while voguing 
with a water bottle, or when a few other dancers 
flash their bare bdiinds as they scurry off stage. 

The towels are |3art of a running shower-and -spa 
motif in lVarer.orveofthefoursegmentsof£/e/>ie/its. 
The other three — Fire. Earth and Air -also have 
strong visual and theatrical themes. FandfiiUy cos- 
tumed performers in Fire are evocative of acrobatic 
dreus Some throwers; in Earth, dancers turn into 
feral lizards; and then everyone takes off as flight 
attendants for Air, the show’s finale. 

Keigwin’s choreography is on agile mash-up 


of ballet, modem and hip-hop. 
Meantime, the soundtrack 
plays Mozart, Clole Hrrter, Willie 
Nelson and Hi ilip Glass. 

Inspired by the fburelements, 
the show is squarely eaithbound 
in sensibility. Abstraction is at a 
minimum and intellectun I preten- 
sion is nowhere in sight. Keigwin 
and his crew steer cleurof loading 



up the show with gestures that 
are deep^ steeped in the aca- 
demic language of dance, 

This approach could irk duime 
purists and others who feel 
that entertaiiunent and serious 
art are at opposite ends ofthe 
spectrum. But the two can meet 
in the middle, and fltis produc- 
tion is a prime example. Jon. 
21.AnnenbergCenterf6rthe 
Performing Arts. 
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$50 AU you can EAT ^ DRINK FIRKINS 

BEEFS 


January 30, 2011 4-8pni 

1^ TICKETS ON SALE NOW^ 

www.southphlladelphiataproom.oom 

215-271-7787 

1509 Mifflin Bt.FhUadelphla 



STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 
CHECK DIRECTORIES FOR LISTINGS 


MARK S. ALLEN. CBS-TV 


"AN INSTANT CLASSIC 

HOPKINS IS MESMERIZING. 


KtAGAN, NGTV 


^NO ONE DOES SCARY BETTER 

r>rirHAN anthony hopkins." 


'CHILLING, 

PROVOCATIVE AND 
COMPLETELY TERRI EYING!” 


moviGshorts 

FILMS ARE GRADED BV C/TYBAPefl CRITICS A-F 



4 NEW 

ANOTHEFIYEARIB4. 

RmdSaJnAdama' review on p. 15. i/iave.Rttz East) 

BHUTTO I A- 

W)imBi‘iuizirBhuiiuw<i«iiwiiMiinBMloaOec.27.2007,h(T 
ljunily wsAhorrillpd but run itItngHhpriihuckHl.AiTurding 
Ui Duairu Bnugliniun and Johnny 01(arasdociiinenl4ry, 
Ii<9«wa»aliIuori.unmllandtra(t«ty: Fbrallborcumniil- 
rruntl to public at‘rvic‘0 •cloctodlwtcotoboL^ldatan’spnTnt* 
roinisIcT shcabm feUcompellodbya ktndofdoahny 
Bducaled al. Harvard and Oxford, a wontan of gival inUJJed 
gnrt expeotaljona.aha waa pidcod ^ bar latbcr.Zuliikar Ali 
^ullo.Luaucceed him aa political hair I this beinga dapar- 
luia IhjniLha MualimlradiLiunofbandiiigdDwnlagadaslo 
senaK Bhutio agraad to an arranged mairiaga aa amaana 
to navigate bar career; only tohavaberbuabarrd.AsifAli 
Zardaii, apand lloftbairlTyaarabr priaan.lndead,abaalao 
apanl.manyyeaisindeianlim.aa Pakrataoi military lead, 
era aoughl waya to contain bar. Sorting thruugb Rrkialan'a 
lemarkablycnmplaxhiatoiy.raplatawithatrila.violanc# 
and coTUption, the movie poaita Bhutto — aIoq a devoted 
mother - aa an embodiment ofdemorracy (and. aa hope arid 
freedoml.herenergyandpersixtence revealed in arthival in- 
UTviewa, adoring crowd acenea and haundngimagaaufher 
while ararf blowing in Ihc wind. Tbeaanavanliona] visuala 
are punctuated by lively nmaic auuitdtmck ihoicea linclud- 
ingCal Steve na, now Yuauf Islam) aa well aa animaled maps 
and other graphica, inaialicigon Bhutto’a unusual ability 
to CTOsa borders, bcaweenpast and present. East arrd Weal, 
peruonaJ and politieoi. — Gndy hwhitfRia at the Bourne) 


Slatham himself — will be hugely disappointed by ihia flric. 
dd remake of the 1972 ChaHea Bnnsen vdiida. Aa aaaaaain 
for hire Arthur Bishop, Statham’abat nManantaare in the 
first. 1(1 minutes: He efficiently executes an execution, and 
be lakes his shirt off — twice. But after Biijiop is (creed to 
kill whi'clrhsir-bound mentor DunaMSuthtTlandifarhia 
hammy acting?), he takes Sutherland's iTranl scat. Steve 
(Ben Ftaslerl.under bis wing. Fbster takes ovtr the film, and 
it's a tool hardy move in a wrongheaded movie. In some con- 
fusing, CuisinartA'dited action scMpieixos — asegrogiously 
oirenslvcastheyareirredceinably violent -liny, wiry 
Steve beats up some ccnlrat castingslereolypea, provii^ 
that Foster la badly miscastasa badaas.AJas.T^ Mechxuiic 
quickly, and not discreetly, gets worse. Ibny Goldwyn.as 
Bi.diop's‘huss,''turos uptoriebversevrraJ hilariously awful 
lines with a straight face. And the "surprise" ending is no 
real surprise. Statham's magnetism is so conpleldy absent 
here, fans will feel betrayed Like the various ikmUe-erossed 
charactersTheymnyeven want revenge. — GoryAf. 

Kramer aiA Grant. UA Main St. UA Rii'ereimi) 

THE RITE 

Read Shaun Brady'a review at cUypaper.aet/moriex 
I Roxy. UA 69th St., IIA Grant. VA Mam St. UA Riaerview) 

4 CONTINUING 

127H0URSIBV 

Ouldrxirsnun/lonerAron Ralstrsi I James Franco) finds l.hc 
sliel^ tnd of solitude when he's trapped at the but tom ofa ra- 
vine, his right arm pinned a bouSdtr. Like a stensdai Into 


THE MECHANIC ID 

Those with a hard-on for Jasen Statbam movies — orJaaon 


the Wild, the movie fbibws Aiun to the lugicaJ end orhis lone- 
wolf Ufmlyle, leaving him with nothingbulhia wits and the 
ccnlenLsofhisbadtpack. It tuny take a while to recover from 



mly be<Buaf Danny Boyle swcaalsfic 
Ihflroughly in gMting underyournkin. 

— 5aoi A/anijt iRsJxat ihr Bourse} 

BLACK SWANIA- 

Al though it’g aet in Ihp world of ballet , 
Da rrenAronorsky'a movie hilaapilrh 
l.hal would normally be called operatic. 
Kata Lie Portenan ia proviasonally caat. 
in her Qrst lead, but abe needato prove 
ahecandance both white and blade 
awan in 5u.<an Lake. BDitman naila 
the glacial perfetticA of the first, but it 
takes bod girl MDaKiudatogel her in 
toudt with berrtarkaHle.Aa Ebrunan'a 
transformation progreasea. Aronof- 
sky makes overber body, as well; ^le 
^conqroses and renews in a manner 
worthy of a Crooenbergheroine.'nie 
trouble is Purtman’s rrJe Loo cknely 
matches her own limitatimsas an 
actor. —SA. (Rile East. UA S9lh Si., 
[lAGranll 

BLUE VALENTINE I Be 

Michelle Williama and Ryan Gosling 
play an unhappily married couple al- 
Itnipting to reign ite the fiante in Derek 
Cianfrancek bombshell teature.lhe 
movie's approach is uniTormly ^um, 
but theactors’blooilied performances 
find tragedy in the mundane process 
of falling out of kpve. Cianf ranee prizes 

means the movie gives you a lotto 
feel but not mneb to think abouL StilL 
it's quietly devastating. See it with 
someone you love, bat early ifyouVe 
prepared for an unoomfortaUe discus- 
sion afterward. — SA IRileFifel 

THECOMPANYMENIB- 

Finding tegular, hard- working Arotri- 
cans facing harsh realilies at eveiy 
strata of society. The Company Men 
has all themskingsofa valianily lyni- 
cal Bruce Springsteen tune. Writer/ 
di rector John Wctlsadsoul to pul a 

economic woes, with B« AlBerk. 

Chris Cooper andTctnmy Lee Jones as 
three casualties cfacorporale giant's 
downsizing. The pesformances brealbe 
some life into what isanezeeaaively 
schematic portrait ofa errporate cul- 
ture out of control; Wells' coaduakms 
aretootii^, but these characters sug- 
gests uzirecomplea reality . — Shaun 
fimdy iRUiFive) 

TNEFIGHTEniB* 

While the true story oflrish* Mcky 
Ward ( Mark Wahiberg) has all the 
makings of a RoeAv-siyle Iriumph of 
the human spirit,' David O. Russell 
finds plenty of fodder for his mere 
caustic imagininga in Ward's family. 
The most monumental obstacles Ward 
confrents come out tf being bom into 
a large Mass&:husettsclan seemingly 


inlenl. on undercutting anychance of 
succeasin the name ofa delusional 
bmily honor. Russell at times suc- 
cumbs loa penchantfcrcheepcari- 

icroedyor hardscrabble drama. But 
he wisely hie ps all thedirect brutality 
within Ihe aggressive messtness oflifo 
uulside the ring. -SB.lLtAOranl.UA 
UainSt..UARiierview) 

THE GREEN HORNETIB- 

Selh Rogen is Britt Reid, spoiled son uf 
a odd L. A newspaper magnatetTim 
Wilkinson), forced U> takeresponsibil- 

is felled in a fi-eak acd^ni.Siznehow. 
this turns into a cue for him to team up 
with science-genius honsefaoy/barista 
Kate (Tbiwaueae superstar actor/ 
singerjay Chou, in hia Qrst Ilotfywocd 
rule) to form a crime-fighting duo pos- 
ing as Ihe now kids on the underwcrld 
block. As a whole /fomri isa Aabby. 
overlong vehicle that 'a too contpmed 
with emboldening Rogen’ashtkk to 

-Drew Lainr HIA 6»A St. UA Oro/U. 
UAMain St, UARwtreiew) 

THE KING’S SPEECH I Be 
Aslhe soon-to-be George VI. Cohn 
Firlh is a reluctant myal with astuiter 
that acts up aroimd his ^minea-ing 


father. It grows bad enough for him to 
se^ help from an offbeal. Australian, 
Lkmei LoguelGeHiflreyRushliSpercA 
boils down In a series orconfionlalions 
between patient and Iherapist. Rush’s 
flamboyance is lempcred by Firth’s 
muled sorrow, and his choracler's 
gradualopeninggivesFirih achante 
to push pasl the boundariesothisown 
inleriority.--SA.f/ei/r/Ti>B UA 69lh 
St. UA Grant} 

NOSTRINGSATTACHEDIC 

Given that so many comedies th^e 
days are predicated on juvenile male 
fantasies, itcould beconsideredablcMi 
for gender equality that Nb Struts 
Attached essentially lli|£ that conceit 
onils bead. The girlfKatalie Portman) 
is still gorgeous, but here ahe’a the one 
with complicated conlradictionaand 

Kuicher's Adam ia made I he shal- 
low ijgect uf lust, albeit less for his 
looks than for his cuddly, puppy-d<g 

Reilman'sheyday, but it’s certainly 

My Sttper Ex-Girt friend, faint praiae 
be damned. -S.fl <UA SUh St, UA 

RABBIT HOLE I B 

By the time Ra6b/t.^o/e opens, Beooa 
and lltavie (Nicole Kidman andAaron 


Eckhart ) have already lust 1h«r son, 
a t-yearold vrba dasbed out in front 
of arar eight roonlhs earlier. John 
Cammm Mitchell's film examines 
their grief but avoids wallowing in it, 
keepings cool but unfiinclung distance 
as the rouple ledefino I heir livw in 
the presener of an overwhelming 
sbaence-Nirole Kidman is perfectly 
cast as a woman defined by controhit’s 
easy to overlook Aaron Eckhart as the 
husband mom comfortable displaying 

complex character — trying to bold 
on to every trace of his sen's memory 
while pushing forward into a redefined 
file . — SR IRib at the Bourse! 

SOMEWHERE I Be 
The atmuapiiere StJla Coiqrola ore- 
ata In herfourth featiu-e is so lovely, 
it’aa shame whenil's ruled by the 
encnxichmem ofpkil.Aciianslar 
Jobimy Marco (Stephen Dorffl is going 
nowhere fast, marinating in crealure 
comfonaaa the life slowly seeps oul of 
him. i le's briefly engaged in fleeting 


( movie shorts ] 


moments with his daughter (Elle Ran- g 

ning). whom hebringaalongtn atrip g 

to a baffling [laltBnswardsroremtny, ^ 

bul mostly he Just ktstimepass. Cop- □ 

pols breaksSomcu’Aere'sspell inils ^ 

final reel, grafliitgun alieavy-handed e 

endingoverburdeiKd with sopbemore % 

symbdism.Like berprotagonisl.she w 

knows the best placa to hang out, ~ 

but not wberetogofixm there. — SA ^ 

TRUEGRITiBe I 

TheCoenbrotbea’ TVue Grt/is ” 

uncharacteris tically rest rained . 
its images aofiened by Ihe haze d* 
frontier dust. Casting Jeff Bridges as 
Roosler Cogbum gives the character 
a slovenly air; when Mattie Rou 
( llailee Steinfeld) Gral mMtes contarf 
with him, it’s ihmgh the wall ofa 
privy. 'The Jakes is orru pi ed* is hi a 
only rcsponseloberolTerofraidi 


THE FRST GREAT 
RLJVI0F2O1ir 

■Rax Asm, mKCW YORKOBSBmR 

GRIPPING! 



JASON STATHAM BEN FOSTER 



MECHANIC 

SOMEONE HAS TO FIX THE PROBLEMS. 



THEMECHANICMOVlE.COM 


STARTS FRIDAY, JANUARY 28 s 
AT A THEATER NEAR YOU 2 

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR SHOWTIMES 
MOtllE USEtS: ForShownmes - TexI MECKANIC wMli your ZIP CODE lo 43KIX (439«> ‘ 





“Bn Amazing 30 Experience: 

jtnmwiurrsMawiWH' 

‘One ol the best sunethere meeies em.’ 

mmiimaiaiitmi 

m 



~ reoL^SDi 


IMAX 30 


a JN uBIlL fUnDii I K rlOf . HIO 11 M m [Nil IIB DC Wl UH 

Min fiin ^iiB fin HI sfii SI Pin SUBS loiL sj R uum Hf I mi A 
*%V"^swiiffli'isiiniiP[uais";fLim";n.inir 


CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES 


THEDILEMMAICf 

UA 69m St., M Grant, 
UA Riverview 


LITTLE FOCKEfiS ID* 

UA69mSt„UAGrant, 
UA Riverview 


YOGI BEAR IF 

UA 69m St, UA Grant, 
UA Riverview 


THEWYBACKIB 
In PPUT Woj-'s Thr Wav Bark, Jim 
SluTpsK plays Janu&z, a FUc- whusr 
lurtundwifr falsely aii'usesbimurspy- 
■ng far trngn poweis, Whcnhe arrivni 
at Ibe priaui camp.his (vmmander 
IcUalhe aaarnibicd iiuiiales l.hal. I heir 
Inu'pnaon isnotmadoufremis buMhe 
implar^lo wastes around Ihoni. From 
scouringsnowslolhepililesBdt-serl, 
they Irek cfi, searching in vain fora 
country thathosnolbeen louchodby 
the scourge cf Stalin, llnlilils heavy- 
handed ending, TTie Wt.v So cA selves 
as an undeTStaled allegcry about the 
spread of Sovid tdalitarianism, with 




wathofeue 


in eye for 


1 eye, bo 


Uy leas just. The Coens wrestle with 
moral issues, but. (hey Ve rarely done 
so as nakedly as in TVue Grit, and it 
turns out lhal. Ira ns parency doesn’t 
suit them. There's beauty to TVue 
(irif,butnot enough deplh. —,iA 
lUA Main Sl„ UA Rlirrvicwt 


REPERTORY FILM 

THE BALCONY 

1003 ArrhSt„OI5-i)S2-6S8S, their 
com. ForgatVrrg Sargh Mnesha 
12008. US.. 1 1 1 min.l: A guy goes ( 
vacation to forget about the girl Iri 
who just dumped him, bull 1 1 umf 
•he’s there. too -with anul.herdu 


BRYNMAWR RLM INSTITOTE 

SteW.LancaaierAre,, Bryn Mo ter, 
6iO-£27.9fi9S, brynmouirfilm.org. 
CatsandOagal2001.US.,81 
min.): Undemeath all that fur and 
skibho; these pusses and pooches ar 
waging a full-blown war against 
Dlhet SaU. Jan. 29, 1 1 a.m,, $5. Opoi 
Sc r 0 O n Mondays SuhniilyaarGia 
to be shown on the big screen. Mon.. 
Jan.31.9:15 p.m.,free. 

INTSNATIONAL HOUSE 
370IChetlnu/Sl„2IS.S9S.eS43. 
thauaephdly.org. Nsnhvftt#( 1976, 


US.. 159 nan.) Using the country 
musk capital as a backdrop, direclo- 
Robert Altman humomusly exposes 
how show business, politics and greedy 
personal ambition intersect. Wed., Rtb. 
2,6:39 pm.free. 

SECRET CINEMA 

lnlemabcnalllouse.3701 Chednut 
St.,ai3.a96SS43. thesecretrinema. 
com.7T)eCM<MBtfVo/us9ieinll967. 
Prance, 109 min.): A thuu^tfiil group- 
ing of abort films that chmiicle the dif- 
ferent eras ofpiostitulion (see details, 
p.23).Thu.,Jan.27.7p.m,$8. 

SURFACE DEPOSIT FLM SERIES 

Tyler School of Art Temple Oollery. 
nmple Unittnily. SOOI N. Wh St„ 
firtllIoor.2IS-7?7-9I44. lemple.edu. 
Dark Otyl ) 998. US. 1 11 min.): A 

beings known as the Strangers: Pri., 
Jan. 28, 12 pm., free. Chunsrkirtg 
Exprama 1 1991. Hong Kong. 98 rain. I: 
Two luveeidt ptficenienpine over lent 
love in a restaurant in Hong Kong. 
Moo.Jao.31.fi-S pm. free. 


idi 


[city|)gitr.iiEl 


" "V- 


otniaiiw 


FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A 
COMPLIMENTARY ADVANCE 
SCREENING PASS FOR 
TWO TO SEE 

9 ANCTII» 

VISIT 

CITYPAPER.NET/WIN 


AREAVAIUILEOI 
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INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO SEE 

BJUIIFUL 

1 

1 ISI A R R 1 T U 

www.cltypaper.net 

BIUTIFUL 

OPENS FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 
RITZ 5 THEATRE 

For lidtet purchase: taitdmarktheatres.com 



IN THEATERS FEBRUARY 4 






THURSDAY 

1^27 


[theater] 

+ UOLESS 

lnl«rArl'rtH«lre Co. grU bark 

mLh FVancos Ya Chu Cowhig's 
Lidleut, about Guantanamo 
Bay iotaiTogattfAbce (Kitlaoo 
O’Noill) who. 15 years latai, 


has managed (with Ibe help 
ofArray-iasued pharmaceuU- 
rals) to urapletely suppress 
all raemorics of Hit priis- life 
- until a Pakisiani Muslim < J. 
Paul Nicholasllraoks her down 

!to demands pari, of her liver as 

and disease heendured in the 
prison camp. The playwright 
desmbesLuf/e88.setin2019 
wheat Gilmo is now a Disney- 
land-like r^rt.osan ‘‘adult 
fairy tale" exploring our ten- 
dency toward national amnesia. 

— Marie Cofta 



[film] 

+ THE OLDEST 
PROFESSION 

The 196<l8 were the heydayof 
the omnibus film, with regular 
gatherings of Europe an cinema 
all-starspil.dung in Iheir 
variations on l.hcanes Irora 
Edgar Allan Poe (Spiriluofllu 


DrariltnsealBomirrio '701 to 
young love (toerot TUent.vl. 
The nwatly forgatlm, rarely 
seen 1967 portmanteau The 
CVdnri Pru/rmuon has anol her 

oftbe paid variety. The first five 
a^menls largdyjuatify the 

llill-cnlilKr comedy. Eladi piece 

lerent historical era. travding 
from Franco lndovina’sZ.aag/i- 
]n pmhisetsy stocked with hip- 
pie cavemen through Philippe 
de &i>ca's oh-so-Prench 

Lara’s sex-on-wfaee la modem 
L^ris. stopping to ogle Koquel 
Welch. Jeanne Moreau and 
Elsa Maninelli along the way. 
But suddenly at the tail end of 
all these free-love frolics, comes 
Jenn-Laic Godard's Ani/rt/ro- 
bon, ou Lamourrn Van 2000, 
tbedirectcr's final collabora- 
lion with star Anna Korina and 

raneously with Wftkend. the 


ing effects while revisiting 
the dehuma nixing so-fi world 
ofAlphaville. Karina plays a 
proatitulespecializingin the 
verbal rather then the physi- 
cal, allowing Godard tu indulge 
inhis Iradt'mark emolioiileas 
non sequiturs. enhanced by 
regular updateaon radioactiv- 
ity le vela on the sou ndl rack. 
Secret Cinemak Jay Scbwartx 
provides the American release 
print, dubbed in Engiisb but 
retaining Godard’s use ofbdd 
monochromes rather than the 
black-and-white found in Euro- 
pean edits that have turned up 
on YouTube. 

Thu..JaA.i7. 7pm 

C/inlaUSi . SSS.f8»;S/».ttFa<erM. 

( rock/pop] 

+ FAR-OUT 
FANGTOOTH 

Philly four-piece FhnOul Fang- 


cymbals sound like rattling 
sheet metal, doufalo-lracked 
guitars rumble like an ampon 
the frits, and vocals wander 
■n a nervy, unsteady baritone. 
Goth is Ihe easy comparison 
to make, and I'm sure l.he 
band — skull and crossbones 
show fliersondall • wouldn't 
dispnile it. Some members 
came from Dark Horse and l.he 
Carousd a, after aJ I, a defunct 
group ofgarage -chic locals 
who knew a thing (jr two about 
style. But that band also had 
substance and sincerity, and 
likewise, Fan gtooth’s sound 
hits a raw nerve in a way that 
surface descaSptors can't sum 
up.Thar2011gelsoirioa 
gnat stsri with a show at the 
M Room tonight., and in Mak- 
ing Time's Rock Tils basement 
cn Saturday. 



Tils., Jos. S7, Ss.cL, ttO.mlKBUtnh 
Or«- wiS Thr Sifi Umn. M Riom. IS 
K CnnlJur..ail-7SS^!77. Uicman- 



FHDAY 


1.28 

[Jazz] 

+ DAHI DIVINE 
QUINTET 

into the school lunch program 
these days? For whatever 
reaaon,tbecaty isona roll with 
jazz pEOdigfes lately headlined 

who was wearying about tour 
dates with Branford Marsa- 
lis at the <wme lime he was 
puckingoul a tux fer Ihe senior 
prom. Next in line is leal craaxo- 
phtnisl Oahi Divine, whose 
improsavemdenUalsalready 
includcsharing the stage with 
the Dave Matthews Bond at 
lastyeaFa Grammys. Now a 

New York’s New Sriiool of Jazz 
& Contemporary Music, Divine 


eas 

now open! 



action packed gaming 

poker 

blackjack 

craps 

roulette 

baccarat 

pal-gow 

sic-bo 

bar specials 

$2 domestic drafts 
$3 sam adams winter lager 
shot flights 

$5 hot carved pork & 
roast beef sandwiches 
noodle bar 

entertainment 

sports tv & giveaways 
world-famous parkette 
beverage service 



earn i 
Sunday, j( 

participati 
at parx c 


$5,000 i 
in the hottest 
tech prizes 
january 30 


8pm winr^ers onr^ounced 
at parx casino 



through 
/30 at 4pm 

it or table play 
id parx east. ^ 


Thursday, January 27 

totally Icrtin ttiursdays 
latin music, dance instruction 
& live performances 
7;30pm- lam 

Friday, January 28 
b street 
7pm - 1 1 pm 

dj johnny b & maria laina 
1 1 pm - 2am 

Saturday, January 29 

grape street riot 
3pm -7pm 

joe bachman & the crew 
7pm - 1 1 pm 

dj vito g & maria laina 
1 1 pm - 2am 

Monday, January 31 
beauty & the beast 
3pm -7 pm 


follow us on IS 
twitter.com/360parx 

become a fan on itk 
facebook.com/360parx 


exit 37 off i-95. exit 351 (westbound)/ 
exit 352 (eostbound) off the po turnpike, 

1 .888.588.parx (7279) • parxcoslno.com 

parx east located adjacent to parx casino 






T altoo^fljisiGonuBnlion 


Fri. 2PM - 12AM Sat. 12PM ■ 12AM Sun. 12PM - 8PM 

$20 per day $40 for IpB weaKand 


talloaedKlngpln.Goni 


SlteralM^liifadelphia^Cihy^^nl^ Holel 


Will be at The Sheraton Philadelphia City Center Hotel. 

Located at 17th and Race St. Philadelphia, PA 19103. 

Hotel reservations (215) 448-2000 mention tattoo convention for a discount. 
Olde City Sideshow, a suspension performance by Crash, 

Penguin Boy & Baron, Slip & Slide Bikini Bowling & Bikini Mechanical Bull Riding 
Over 200 of the world’s best tattoo artists will be there. Live tattooing and tattoo 
contest all weekend long. Art galleries, art auction and tattoo seminars. 
Show Info : 1 (800) 541-8239 


I the agenda 



been rocking Philadelphia for 
10 Tears And this Saturday's 
anniversaiy gig is a doosy, with 
members of local bands <KeN, 
Red Skate Red. The Weeds, 
llie Minka. etc.) paying tribute 

I JefTerson Airplane, Electrol- 
ano, laliput. Blondie, etc.). This 
week on Critical Mass (citypa- 
per.net/cnticaLDiass), I talk to 
Sherr about Sugar Town's first 
decade of induence. 

^s a trt ck Rapa 


[ Shopping ] 

+ THREE POTATO 
FOUR BARN SALE 

A warehouse full of “cuhosi' 
ties and oddities' sounds more 
like aTim Burton flick than 
a sale, but 'Three Potato Four 
co-owner Sui EU aays the 

every-month 'bam sales" are 
anything butoeno. He and 
his wife, Janet Morales, hare 

other trinkets, 90 percent of 
which are antiques, into their 
2,000- squarO'foot Manayunk 




[frsa trad* ] 

♦ LAVA’S REALLY, 
REALLY FREE MARKET 

Conventional capitalist 
wisdom would have you believe 
that markets require, well. 

Autonomous space (LAVA) has 



Morlo' Ci^fe Live 



OZOMATLI 


f Lizz Wright 


1/29 • Enter the Haggis 


1/31 • Jonathan Coulton 


WITH PAUlt. STORM 


2/4 • Mike Pinto with son MCCLOSKEY 

. • Tea Leal Green « - . 

2/10 • Jesse Ruben with uz lonoiey 
r.ieValeii '>ay with Morth 

2/19 • Quizao Bowl VII with johnny ooootimes 


2/23 • Vusi Mahlasela WITH GHANA ROTHMAN 
2/25 • Charlie Hunter 2 showsi 7:3opm i, iorm 

2/25 • -.lutln WITH DEEP RIVER A KUFKNOTZ* DOWNSTAIRS 





PateWli^om/ElectricFartow * 
Twilter.tom/EFactoryPhillv Q 
Ckeekwelultotor ooncertypiltteKELEC'nilCrACrORV.IHFO 

TIN 4 Wilew, NHsdsIpHs, PA • Ruy Neteti si BecMc Pactery Bn OltKi 
(Moa - Sat, Hess - Bpn. Ns Serrica Foe lor Caati Piiakases). 
TIckeimSRtr.con, Tlckerai»t*r Outitn or ky Pteai ar l-IM-TaS-SOeO 








shoppingspree 


i ^ A n »nyniii)g cantop off a perfect day ot 

*“ "■ ^ shopping, ll'a hitting up a happy hour 

^ su^ounded bythe overflowihgbags 

olmerchyoulusIscored.Andlfyou're 
reallylucky.youwon'tbedrownngyour 
sorrows from the hurbitg you just put on 
your credit card.Thls duo of happy hours 
should ensure you're not only ei^oyng that drink tor the right reasons, but 
you’ll be sippetg Hln style, loo. 

Puss in Boots.a slightly-under-the-radar boubque In the south end of the 
ltalBrlilarKM,has[rlianOylakendiecancaptQ(happyhourandlifneOitlntD 
asale that runs ifibineflnt day olspnng. From 5 to 7 p.m. every Wednesday. 
Thursday and Fnday.everyVwigntte store — including their coveted collac- 






5 &JW- 


llPCOm>"Y.h7'-,;'.v;KnGou»»n'*“* 

'“‘"r'S”*-'"*’”” 

'PI 


CMIMOW 


Puss In Boots' buyen have impeccable taste and an Innate sense for 
curabng a cohesive mix of wearable vintage treasures that — unlike the 
name suggests— can *e5S you from head to toe. Besides fancy footwear, 
the slore carrM handbags arid clutches, dresses, blouses and accessories 
that combine outdated cnarm with gently wcm character. 

But lets nosey back to die kioM. shall we7 The shoes available are far 
from threadbare, regardless of the miles they may have walked. Each pair 
is well-restored and cared lor, which means your feet will stay snug and 
sassy all winter long. 

Puss in Boots has been sure to remind everyone, that the Italian Market's 
other go-to stop. Ten's Diner and Bar, Is having a Can-Can Happy Hour at 
roughly the same time as Puss in Boots' sale. At H 26 S. Ninth St.. Ten's 
is close enough that after a successful shop you can strut over for a sip in 
your newly pisohased bools. TTtey were, after all, made for vralking. fvery 
Wednesday. Jhirsd3yaiKlFriday9voug>\ March 21, Puss in Boots, U34 
S. Ninth St. 2l5-22S-rS7r. pussinbootsboutiqiie.cam. 

tjuUa westecItipapernBt) 





the agenda 


with nothing but skateboards, 

also rticr to think chat Williaitu, 
with hie history of onstage 
meltdowns arul pciwhant for 
singing about his own stupidity, 
mjgbl have some better support 
with his issues, and that Best 
Coaat's moony, lovelorn dreamer 
(who 'Tiatos sleeping alone") has 
someone to share her bed wiUi 



Ninth 


2.2 


+ RAP TV 


Philadelphia hip-hop, but the 
picture is looking undeniably 
bri^L Last weekKuf Kootz 

live showcase at Worid Cafd 
Live, and next week Phila- 


socond installment of Rap TV 
at TTie Blockley This month, 
T^e Rebel Yell takes the stage 
with twitchy. unconventional 
beats and thick synthesiser 
backdrops carrying acrobatic 


like that which generated all 
the buss fbrCee-Lo last year. 
It should play well alongside 
Slick’s groovedelie, late-era 
Tribe sound, as well as the 
fierce delivery of newcomer 
Tom Charles. 



uttmitriiiit 





$2 TACOS 
EVERY SUNDAY 

from 7-Midnight! 






serving 
quality 
food til 
lam daily 



224 s. 15th St. 215.985.9600 
Philadelphia, po 19102 goodogbor.com 


1]/^ SSltfDS 

happy hour: $1 off all drinhi lUfl^W^d 

(S specialty cochtail Sundays 20^ OIT 





GANG 

OFFOUR 

HOLLCR^t^CO^ 
■oonwoonn niiiu 




/MMTSfOF^THElWHGKftlS 

334 SOUrH ST. mRIUIUPNIS 









JIMMV EAT WOWD 


JANUARY 30 


gSWMftrsTajSU 


ROOSEVELTS 
& SitiiTtit vn 


KICKOFF PARTY 
JAN. 30 
NHL ALL-STAR 
WEEKEND! 


Thursday 

Quizzo 

wno Ksr or phuit ■ H ci.rt pinti 


FRIDAY 

HAPPY HOUR 

DRINKS & DRAFTS 
S-7PM 


EVERY 

SATURDAY 

NIGHT 

10 DRINKS 
& DRAFTS 

10PM-1ZAM 
FOOD BUFFET 


HOCKEY NIGHT 

IN PHILADELPHIA 

GEHINC READY FOR THE 
PLAYOFFS WITH$3LABAn 
BLUE PINTS EVERT FLYBiS GAME 


ECTwrr. 

FtNiumRIU' 


ujicusnifliiuEucn 
lUR f iwmiiu 
imiBficiiueTnRECCi 
mi/IIIIM 9 tt*L «J 
COIH/INWSTIHMIII 
DnmtsniiNCEitsB 
LECTBOBREJIKSTECnilB 
■SDDUSB ELE 

ttEECBlECOTH/INDISTUl 
mffftittmitNCE 


BARBARY 


MMP! 

MICHML JACKSCN 
WADCNNA - rawCE. SS 


^HANDS “ 
+KNEES+ 


FRIDAY \m 

MIGHTY (BEEI) 
with LOW BUDGET 
K DJ DIRTY 




iilRffl 


LUlilMII 


ftT SHOAAIBOAT’^^TLANTIC CITY 




1.29 


MS. LAURYN HILL This Saturday-Sold out! 
GARY ALLAN 
BUDDY GUY 

ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
BASSNECTAR 


3.05 


4.02 


4.09 


4.16 


TRIUMPH 

8REWIM6 COMPANY 

THURSDAY 1/27 9PM 

Zilla Persona, Ecomog, 
Dale CKase 

FRIDAY 1/28 10PM 

Calvin Westin & Tlte 
Treasures of the Spirit 

SATURDAY 1/29 10PM 

The Fractals, Cookie 
Rabinowte 

SUNDAY 1/30 8PM 

Open Mic Night 
hosted by Dani Mari 
Special Ladies Night 

MONDAY 1/31 9PM 

Open Jam hosted by 
Tony Catastrophe 


WEDNESDAY 2/2 

8pm - Live & Local Series 
10pm - Late Night 
Jazz Jam 


niiui«i>ti^wcnt.u 

HOBATSHOWBOAT.COM 

Z Showandbuffetpackagesavailable! 

Stay the night in VIP-stylB in one of our chic and exclusive House Of Blues Studio Suites. 
H03 Suite packages available on Tlckeimaster.com. 













* 704 Ch*«tnut St. 

* 21S. 592. 9533 



BRING IN THIS AD 


FOR A FREE HOOKAH* 


HI^HOP ft HOUSE 


VORID MUSIC 


GREEK/ MEDITIERANEAN 


NIGHT 
Fua Bnnr Dahomc ijnoNS 

9:30-iK)opm 


s/l Frfcc Diinkt wla Studeni 



^TROCADERO THEATRE/ 



2/15 the church 2/23 Galactic 
2/18 Deicide 2/26 D.R.I. 
2/19 Underoath 

and Thursday Filth 


la Miwn&MKQimmThe CoIlKtiM Hio Hop Showcase 
'i N/ct Sryanl. Mrle {fttim.^hnny mwo, Vouns 
Cannon, Ftlgm. Santosano mar«laB« 2U 
I ^^GwtijMphlanHnMiilnlgMlitoni.KILLBILLVOL.1 


■Jr ms Arch Stmt PMIadalplila-215.922.6Bn 
thetuM-cam - myioace.eMV'thatroeaderotheiatre 
Ttckatmmtar l.Bda.74S.3CIOO. Uckatnmtarxacn 
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foodanddrink 


a portio' control 

6yAdam Erse* 


CABIN 

PRESSURE 


JET WINE BAR 1 1S25Sa/tlSt, 215-735-U 16, 
jelMne03f.com.iiinchand(lmnerSit).-no., )I 
im.-ia30p.in.l)aftitlmkt;HI.-Sst.Uim.-ll:30 
p.m..Datti«l am Sna*s.S3-SS:sanawic'>es, $9- 
SI2: salaas. SS-S9. meat ana cheese, S3 SCSI 8, 

- TARMAC DELAYS Baggagechargss. Body 
scans. In loday'seraof air navel. wdywDjId Penn 
archaeologisi Jill Weber outfit her wine bar. Jet. 
with an airplane theme?'! wanted to repiasent the 
OHicaptofalruly global vineyard." explains Weber, 
whose trawtshawinboducedhertowlneslnexotlc 
locations like Syria. Tirkey. Armenia and Norway. 

Jetsocaptures the carefreelermlnal Zeitgeist of 
19SQ5 and '60s you half-expect a Catch Me lf)bu 
Can Leo OlCaprio to hurry through the door with a 
gaggle of leggy blond stewardesses, t's rendered 
in chiomeacceits.reslnsurfaces and violet lights 
that make the room glow likea mosquito lantern. 
Aluminum bar stools surmuiding the bowed barand 
chairs inthewindowcount^brlngthebtalseatng 
toatnm IS.withstandlngrDomatthedrinkrailand 
a roomier 18 -seat lounge in the basement 

Jet serves cheese, charcuterle and snacks 
designed by consulting chef MattZagorskIto 
complement the bar's by-the-giass stars: 1 2 
reds. 10 whites, three roses and threesparkl era. 
all priced between S6 andSfS.'iteil reps to bring 
me the most unusual wines in their poitfoiios." says 
Weber, a request informing a list that includes a 
fizzy Cremantde Bourgogne 'remlniscentof cream 
soda." a honey-banana Soave that "dri nks II ke a 
rum" and Greek Retsina toned with pine, lemon 
veibena and thyme. The Febre VontoyaTorrontes is 
woith onferlnglor Its nose.asummery honeysuckle 
bouquet If notfor its rubbing alcohol f nish. 

For foodpalnn^. appeal to your bartender. Mine 
hooked upaglass (^earthy Gamaythatwrangled 
the sweetness of zaftig squash soup. The chill, 
though tasty, irould use some heat, as could the 
strange cairdsticte-spced" with cayenne.paprika 
and lime. They werelikesomethingyou'dfindina 
Mexican kindergartner'siunch box. 

On the sanrhvich front skip thesklmpy speck- 
and-sottocenere —so little hiling. the baguette 
muffles the ham's smokiness and the cneese's 
tniffle essence— for the Jet Special, moistsiebsof 
smoked pork-and-beef meatioaf on pumpernickel 
slathered Mth grainy must^. It's ilber-American 
lor a place with such global ambitons. but while 
traveling, a raste of home Is never unwelcome. 

Iaaa/n.erace@t3typapei:nel) 



LEGENDARY ROOTS 


through the food. We five in a world of cookbooks — Lord knows, 
Fve craitributed 11 to that world — but this is just a deeper, per- 
haps more thoughtful, study of it. 


Jessica B. Harris gets High on the Hog to exam- 
ine thie culinary reach of the African diaspora. 

By Will stone 


I n the final dtapter of WigA onthefJog.A Culinary Journey from 
Africa to America iBioocnainiTy, Jan. 4), Jessica B. Harris looks 
at the cuUnary cosmos leavened by the narrativesofthe African 
diaspora. The Bryn Mawr alum, a tenured professor at Queens 
CoU^ who bolds a Ph.D. fiom NYU, beckons the 
readerinln asaoad.long-lovedcoQkery where 
iron potsofgumboand thearomasofpraline and 
molassesspeaktothecenturies.continentBand f Cltj|ISP6l!n6t 
cuJtuxestraversedl^Afiican-Americans, 

Harris, tbe author of 11 cookbooks, uses 
her latest to follow the food ways of the diaspora, from the West 
African vendors selling pepperpot on the streets of Philadelphia 
to diechuckwagon cooks in theWe.stward migration. Throughout, 
Harris traces the story ofAfricon-American chefs who found 
cooking as a means of expression and social mobility. Harris will 
read from High on the Hog at the FVee Library Fch. 1. 


CP; In High on the Hog, you go back to dishes that were popular 
in the 16th century, manyofwhich we don't see in the same form 
anymore. Has this influenced how you cook? 

JH: Actually, no. I cook the same way as always. There's food that 
I researdr and there’s food that teat every night for dinner. In 
some cases, I will cook traditional Afncan- American dishes for 
celebrations or traditional dishes from the diaspora. 


CP: Have we lost som. 


MORE FOOD ANL 
■-RINK COVERAGE 
AT CfTVPAPEH NET/ 


■ of this traditional food in our culture? 

JH: Not that mudi has been lost, actually. 
F^ople eat okra, peojde eat sesame, people 
eat watermelon. All of these are ingredi- 
ents thatcame from the Afiican continent 


Much of what we eat on a daily basis is food 
aird foodstuff that comesfrom Africa. We just are largely unaware 
that they do. ...Did you have a cup of coffee this momirjg? 


CP: Yes, several, 

JH: In fact and indeed, coffee originated in the Ethiiqiian 
Hi^ lands. That's what I mean. Most of us don’t know that. 


C/(y Paper: Why write this more historically based book instead 
of another coidtbook? 

Jessica B. Harris:! thoughtitwastimeto start the dialogue 
about the history of this food, and the history ofits people as seen 


CP: Should knowing the history of this food, then, change our 
experience of eating or cooking? 

JH: For people who want to know a bit more about what they 




[thltweeklneaU] 


food & drink I 


4 - WHAT’S COOKING 



Michael Solomonov va. Jose Oarces on Iron Chat 

AmartGaSiin.,Jan.30, lOp.m. > Whose cuisine will 
roign supreme when Michael Solomonov, choCowner of 
Zahav, takes on Philly pccr/Iron Chef Jose Gnrees on the 
Food Network's Iron ChefAmerieaf I’m tom about who 
to pick in this titanic matchup (wonder what the "secret" 
ingredient will be?), but itH dcEnitcly be entertaining, 
and I'm about 45 percent sure that The Chairman” will 
ending up screamingthenameofan exotic hsh in a ban- 
shee voice. Stop by Percy Street Barbecue (900 South St.) 
for an informal viewing party on Sunday night. For more, 
visit foodnetwork.com ! iron-ohef-america. 

Third Annual Khyber Beer Chill Cook-Off Saf. Jon. 
29, 1-5 p.m., free admission ! chili (pay as you go for beer! 

> On Saturday afternoon, more than 20 contostants will 
vie for one title at the Kbyber Pass Pub: supreme cham- 
pion of Philly beer chili cookery. (The only rule: Beer must 
be implemented into each chili recipe in some capacity.) 
The public is welcome to sample the entries, which will be 
judged by the trio of sommelier Mamie Old, Khybor chef 
Mark McKinney and yours truly. Khyber Pass Pub, S6S. 
Second St., 215-238-5888, khyberpasspub. com. 

Third Annual South Philly Tap Room Beef & Beer 

Sun., Jan. 30, 4-8 p.m.,SS0 (including tax and tip) ►Fifty 
bones gets you all you can eat and drink at this weekend’s 
Beef & Beer at SPTR.'Ihe bar will be stocked with firkins 
of all stripes (Dock Street, Sly Bbx, Trbegs, Dogfish Head, 
etc.) towashdownslow-roastedAngusbeefslriploin, 
camo asada tacos and more horn chef Scott Schroeder. 
Tickets are available at the bar or over the phone, and 
include tax and tip. South Philly Tap Room, 1509 Mifflin 
St., 215-27 1-7787, souihphiladelphiataproom.com. 

Winter Market Dinner at Fuel Mon., </an. 31, 6:30 
p.m., $30 ► Fuel will host its first-ever winter market 
dinner, a four-courser highlighting locally sourced pro- 
duce, at both its South Philly and Center City locations. 
The meal will include options hke butternut squash and 
apple soup; grilled tuna steak with corn and avocado rel- 
ish; and winter veggie moussaka.Fuef Center City, 1225 
Walnut St.,21S-922-3835: Fuel South Philly, 1917E. 
PassyunkAvt., 21S-468-3a3S;fuelphilly.eom. 



Drinking 
is advised. 
Eating is 
encouraged. 
Satisfaction 
is standard. 



GRACE 

tavern 


I full menu II :30Qm - 2am daily I 


ATTENTION 

CRABLOVER 

LOOKING FOR A TRUE CRAB HOUSE? 

I since 1961 servrng Blues from 
Msryland & New Jersey Snow, Oungeiress, King and best of all 
WE ARE DIRECT IMPORTERS OP JUMBO UP TO 
MONSTERS PACIFIC BLUES FROM THE WEST 
COAST OP BAJA CALIFORNIA 


(dreyan 


ALL YOU CAN EAT 

Snow, Dungeness, 
Blues & King Crab 
Parts 7 Days a week 
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NEW HAPPY 
HOUR SPECIALS! 

Monday Thru Friday k-fipm 
$1 OFF ALL DRAFTS 
SI WELL DRINKS 
15 GLASSES OF WINE 
SPECIAL $2 DOMESTICS 

(a diffcrcnl bottle on special every dayl 

ALL nEW"hAPpF6ur' 
APPETIZER MENU! 

NEW LUNCH SPECIALS 
Monday thru Friday ii:)o to 3:)o 
$i OFF ALL SANDWICHES 
$2 OFF ALL ENTREES 
BRUNCH 

SAT & SUN AT loAM - jPM 

637 N. 3rd Street . PHILADELPHIA 

215 - 627-6711 










food & drink ] 






Eat or drink 
anything 
good this 
weekend? 

We want to hear 



citypaper.net/notes 


Haute Mexican^ 
Haute Mexican! 


After ten successful years 
in northeast Philadelphia, 
Paloma Mexican Haute 
Cuisine has relocated to 
Rella Vista- 

Serving dinner only. 
Reservations recommended. 

CPaloi^ 

XSrvnw Jfauf Qvniif 

763 South 8th Street 
•corner ot 8th S. ruHonl 
WWW /)rf/i>titrtAne<i(riiVig.( tiii' 
www.feceboolt.com/pa/omiiresMurjnt 
215.928.9500 


+ Legendary Roots 
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Much of what we eat 
on a daily basis comes 
.. om Africa.” 


eat, 1th ink they will find themitelves fascinated by the 
food ofthediaapora and bysomeofthe insights that 
come from these stories. If you're hungry, then you 
want dinner — you don’t want an academic treatise. 
...But if you’re curious and want to adventure, there’s 
much that can be found in the more traditional food of 
African-Americans. 

CP: Were there any particularly surprising discoveries 
about the heritage of African-American cuisiiie that you 
came across when writing the book? 

JHLThe surprises were not necessarily the origins of 
African food as much as they were the deep connec- 
tions between food and African entrepreneurship. In 
Philadelphia, for example, the history ofeaterers was 
something! didn’t know much about and imtuld still like 
to know more about, 

CP: Why was Philadelphia such a place of opportunity 
for African-American chefs? 

JH:It hud to do with it being a place of freedom and a 
place with an active African-American community. ... 

As far as the caterers, we’re talking about the 19th cen- 
tury and arguably in the early Federal period, as well 
Philadelphia’s African-American community brou^t 
together people like [Thomas Jefieison’s dief James] 
Hemings and Hercules. [Ed. note: Hercules started ofr 
as a cook for George Washington and became known as 
an "accomplished master of the culinary arta.l So there 
developed a great tradition of caterers who were, for 
the most part, people of color — African-American men , 
’Ihey catered for the wealthy. At my talk, I will read an 
excerpt of Biddle’s "Ode to Bogle.' Nicholas Biddle was a 
prominent white Philadelphian in the 19th century, 

CP: Whowas Bogle? 

JH: Bogle was theperson who started the whole idea of 
the public waiter and began to move that tradition from 
what was knownus a public waiter to acaterer. 

CP: Do you have a sense of how this tradition of 
prominent African-American cooks may beevidait in 
Philadelphia today? 

JH: When I was [at Bryn MawrJ.we always went 

Bookbinder’s My two friends, Will Ways Weaver and 

Fritz Blank, who used to be the chef-owner of Deux 
Cheminees, gave me the clue about pepperpot being a 
traditioiml Philadelphia dish — a dish that had once 
been served on the streets of Philadelphia, primarily 
by women of African descent, and occasionally adorned 
with fufu dumplings. In the book, there is an ilhistra- 
tion of one of those popular pepperpot vendors. 'Hi is was 
in the 19th century, but we can see that pepperpot has 
become a classic Philadelphia dish. 

ieditorial<^itypaper.net) 

*JemicaB.Hd7Tia,7)je.,Fek I, 7:30 ixm-,frte,Fra Uhrar% Coi/raV 
Branc*. l90IVu\eSt..2IS Se7-434I,frtelihrary.org. 



NOWSEATING 


ElxrCoftee | Bean hendEvanlnainmebrings serious 
coflee breweo' to Center C5ty with the brand-new Elixr, 
situated in the former Hausbrandt on 13th between 
Walnut and Locust Inatome. whose business partneri 
bretfaer-in-law is Eagles tadcle Winston Justice, is using a 
La Marzocco espresso machineto serve Kansas-based PFs 
Coflee, and afleisAuFbujnil pastries and Marathon Grill 
sandwiches, asweD.HouTs:Mon.-Fri.,6a.m.-10p.m.;Sat.- 
Sun.,7Bjn,-10p.m.207fi 15th St., duavaf^com. 

Lo Pain Ouotidien | This Belgium-based cafo/bakery 
chain, which has 150-plus outposts woridwide, has broken 
into the Philly market with a primo Center City location. 
LPQ’s forte is fresh-baked breads tmd pastries, but they 
also do a wide selec bon of breakfast. lundi and dinner 
items. Pull up a seatatthc signature communal table 
when you stop in. 1423-25 Walnut Si., 2I5-7SI-0S70. 
tepoinquotidien. us 

Ha Saigon | Halhep.whoownednioHaonWashAve 
before selling/re beating to Pho Saigon m Columbus, 
has shifted once more, setting up in the shopping center 
atlhird and Oregon.lBoth previous ^>ots remain open 
imder new ownership.) Ha Saigon offers all the ^ecialties 
ofher previous digs, but will expand oKrings moving for- 
ward. 320 W OrvgonAve.,Suites land 2,215-389-1002. 

WAITING LIST 

Planty I Opening Feb. l.Plenty win serve asajump-ofl 
fordtefTira McGinnis’ inter|yetations of comfort foods 
through the lens of what he considere “bst" American tech- 
niques (ftsh-smo Id ng.pckling, curing, preserving, etc,), 
Plenty’s selecbon will include house-prepared deli items/ 
sides, salads and soups, fill I-on grab-ond-go dinners (mes- 
quite smoked beef;coq au vin) and McGinnis' infamously 
delicious sandwiches. i7i0 £ PtssyunMAi'e. 


:f.la2ar<irilypapn:nS 




GET OUT or THE (OLD AND 
SIT BY OUR ROARING TIRE... 

AND ENJOY A (UP OF OUR (OMPLIMENTARY NOT SOUP 


Hide Ale House cheers 150 years 

1310 Drury Lane • Phita. m 215.735.5SG2 • www.incgi1lins.coni 


KENNETT 

So. 2nd 

267.687.1 426 648 So 2nd St Queen Village (2nd at Christian) 

‘ 16 Craft Beers On Tap Indudtng 
ESA On The Beer Engine 


* 20 Wines By The Glass O Boltle 


Old Fashioned Cocktails 
Local And Sustain^ly Sourred Menu 
Open At 4pfT! For Dinner And 
Late Night Dining Tues-Sun 
' 1 1 .30am For Brunch On Sat/Sun 
Wood-Fired Pizza 


I Now Serving Brunch From 11 :30am Saturday & Sunday I 
And Wood-Fired Pizza Daily I 


striving To Become Philadelphia's First ResfauranT/Bar 
Certified By The Green Restaurant Association 



t. 

W » Sushl&CrHI ^ 


1(215) 574-15 5 7 ( 215 ) 6 2 9-5 5 5 5 F. (215) 629-5555 

522 Sink Stii St Philadelphia. n\19U7 

GOOD NEWS! GREAT DEALS: 

$13 Only For Choice of 3 RoUs & 1 Appetizer 

Check Out Our Menu For Amazing Prices 
9 WWW.MOMIIIUS.COM 
Please call for delivery 
• • Owner Is • • 

MASTER CHEF BENNY 


Offer Expires 1/31/11 



SMALL PLATE 

SOUTHWESTBEN CUISINE 

60 VAEIBTIES OF TEQUILA 


V FOR RESERVAfffoNS^ 


KOKOPELLIPHILLY.COM 


'215!557!75igr^ 

1904 CHESTNUT STREET 
RITTENHOUSE PHILADELPHI 














MLieieMMMINIOUC 


THE LOVELY SUNDAY IS 
SACKIII'M CARMEL SKIN 
TONEOS'S. IXLSS . 34D- 
24-36 ANO VERY PASS- 
ABLE SERIOUS GENTS 


FILLINOWITHACREAMY CALLMi 


IN SOUTH PHILLY LOCA- 
TION. FIRST TIMERS ARE 
ALWAYSWELCOME! 267- 



GIVEMEACALLI 360-24- 


6 RATABLE I KNOWYOU 
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lulu qhtball 

By Emily- Flake 

















apartment marketplace 






THIS WON’T LAST! 

Why rent, when you can own for less? 

10 YdSf TSX Abstomont (you pay approximately $300 per year}* 


Bi-level, 1 bedroom condo in 
Queen Village. Unit has off-street 
I secure courtyard and features 
ick. Kitchen has a 2-story ceiling, 
e counters, butcher block island, 
and stainless steel appliances. 
Living room features a fireplace 
and sliding door to small private 
patio. There is a newly renovated 
bathroom. Building has shared 
washer/dryer and additional 
secure storage space. 

$239,000 


Kristen Simon, REALTOR‘S 
530 Walnut St, Ste. 260 
Pniladelpliia.PAigi06 ( 

C: 215-290-6953 ^ 

0: 215-627-6005 
kristen. Simon 
©prufDxroach.com 


wj Prudential 

Fox & ffoach, 
REALTORS 


Queen Village 


Low Condo Fees! 


PRICED FROM THE 

MID $200’s 


BIO 

as 

HILLTOP AT FALLS RIDGE 


Located at Sehoolhoute Ln. & Ridge Ave. 
Men-$atll-5 | Sun 12-5 


irE!!iTRUM 





RASCO 

AUTO SALVAGE 

TOP SSS FOR COMPLFTT 
fUNK CARS & TRUCKS 
Free Towing Same Day 
Used Vehicles and Parts for Sale 


267-972-1398. 215-744-2131 Fax 
3711 Sepvhra Street 
Philadelphia, PA. 19137 


DAVID & SOWS 

•BATHROOMS •SEWERLINES 'WATER SERVICES 
•Houtc H«««r a Water Tanks Repaired & Installed 
• 24 Naur Emergency Service •Free Estimetes 

•NeJobToe Smell 



Office: 267-324-3633 | Cell; 21 5-240-2041 














WHAT DO YOU GET FOR 

S389,900? 


THE MOST EXCITING 
NEW TOWNHOMES 
IN PHILADELPHIA 

GREAT PACKER PARK location 

MORE LIVING SPACE 
MORE PARKING SPACE 
MORE CLOSET SPACE 
AND MORE GREEN SPACEI 

/SIENM 

PLACE 

DECORATED MODELS 

OPEN MON, TUES, FRI er SAT 11a-5p 
SUN 12P-5P CLOSED WED e7 THU 

215.339.5390 

SIENAPLACE.COM 

SALES@SIENAPLACE.COM 

2301 HARTRANPT ST. 

BETWEEN PENROSE AVE. AND 26TH ST. 


ASK ABOUT IMMEDIATE DELIVERIES! 










